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MRS. INCHBALD. 





‘Of all the wayward eccentricities 

Which mar the courle of buman life, 

Thofe of woman, goaded by ambition, 

Have moft of guilt or danger in them. ANON. 


“hae ftory of this Lady has been long before the public, 
A and is crouded with incidents ftrangely calculated at 
once to furprife and intereft the pafhons. It is a proof from 
what erivial chicneliasioss character in general takes its colour- 
ing, what extraordinary powers fometimes refult from necef- 
fity, and the very confiderable fhare, for the mo{t part, we 
have in the fortune we refpe@ively fhape for ourfelves. We 
offer it not, however, to the contemplation of our female 
readers becaufe of the romantic eccentricities it difclofes, but 
becaufe of the very important leffons it teaches. And we are 
terioufly convinced, that, while the virtues of feminine mag- 
nanimity, connected with an honourable perfeverance in well 
doing, and an induftry which no difcouragement could abate 
or impediments defeat, Mrs. Inchbald will continue an object 
vf curiofity and folicitude to the female world. 
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Her father died while the was very “young, He feems to 
have been a Suffolk farmer. 7+ name was Simpfon, and he 
lived in the vicinity of Bury St. Edmund’s. There is no proof 

that he left his family in affluence, as little has been faid of 
the education Mifs Simpfon received by any other means than 
by an early habit of reading, which fhe owed to an impedi- 
ment in her f{peech. By this conftitutional defect, or an 
improper bias contracted in infancy, fhe was deprived of 
the pleafure and improvement refulting from rational conver- 
fation. And, by a very laudable refolution, the determined 
to meliorate her misfortune by cultivating an acquaintance 
with hooks. This. fhe eagerly preferred to the ufual practice 
of goflipping, in which the mafs of girls wafte fo much of their 
time, and acquire fuch a faculty in flippancy, as has long de- 
bafed the fex. And it muft be allowed, that before her fix- 
teenth year fhe had {wallowed as much of the poifon, fo pro- 
fufely communicated by novels and periodical publications, as 
feems nearly to have turned her brain. For at this period fhe 
meditated the quixote adventure of leaving the domeltic afy- 
lum fhe enjoyed under her mother’s roof, and plunging into ac- 
tive life, equally unqualified by experience, and unprotected 
by friends. Her propenfity was only to fee the 8 po 
which, though frequently checked by the unconquerable re- 
luétance of relations, fhe ultimately accomplithed, by aban- 
doning their counfel, and departing without their leave. 

This, it muaft be acknowledged, was an odd ftep for a 
young, defencelefs creature, fo delicate and beautiful as the is 
deferibed to have been. ‘There was no {weetheart in the cafe. 
She had not even a confidante, or one to whom her fecret 
was committed. Her exclufive aim was to fee the world, 
and to inform herfelf of what was going forward on the great 
theatre of public life. And we doubt not, after making the 
experiment, and gratifying her curiofity, at the expence of 
much ineftimable enjoyment, fhe has now had ample time to 
deplore, with unavailing regret, her unexampled temerity. 

Her flight, however, from her mother’s hoafe, was not 


wholly without forecalt. With fome diftant relations in 
tows 
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town fhe expected to refide until, at leaft, the could other- 
wife provide for herfelf. But thefe, on her arrival, fhe found 
had retired, to a diftant part of the country, from bufinefs. 
And the embarraffment fhe faffered by their abfence is more 
eatily conceived than deferibed. The various {tratagems to 
which the had recourfe for fafety, under circumftances fo 
rilous to unprotected mmnocence and beauty on the ttreets of 
London, do credit both to the ftrength of her mind and the 
fertility of her invention. We find her always alive to thofe 
timid apprehenfions which Nature fo kindly affociates with 
the female mind, when thas friendlcfs and expofed. Her 
conduct in lodging-houfes and public inns, thofe common re- 
ceptacles of the virtuous and the vile, is certainly honourable 
to the unadulterated fincerity of her heart. In one fingualar 
inftance fhe had recourfe to falfehood; but it failed her. 
And fo much was fhe reduced in her endeavours to avoid in- 
famy, and indulge an honeft and pure curiofity, in profecut- 
mg the objeé for which fhe ofiginally eloped from Suffolk, 
that {he once lived ten days together on a fingle pennyworth 
of bread, with no other beverage than water. 

It is a ftrange incident in this lady’s hiftory, that with all 
that ftrong, unconquerable averfion to every f{pecies of licen- 
tioufnefs fhe is faid by her admirers to poffefs, that fhe fhould 
owe her firft releafe from the difficulties in which fhe was in- 
volved to an ator, more notorious for his libertinifm than 
famous for theatrical excellence. We are given to uhdet- 
ftand Mr. R=, of Drury-lane theatre, found her out in 
his rambles, and had addrefs enough to gain her confidence. 
And, it would feem, her fir(t thoughts of afpiring to a fitua- 
tion on the ftage originated in her correfpondence with him. 
Difgafted, however, by the apprehenfions fhe entertained of 
his defigns on her honour, fhe refolutely broke with him, 
without, at the fame time, relinquifhing the purfuits he had 
opened to her view. : 

To prove thefe, and relieve her mind from the painful fu 
penfe of hope deferred, which maketh the heart fe fhe ab- 
ruptly, unpatronized, and even unacquainted as fhe was, ap- 
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plied to Mr. King. Abundant furprife and archnefs, on his ~ 
part, was doubtlefs excited from a female candidate of her 
youth, inexperience, and imperfeét utterance, thus intro- © 
ducing herfelf without ceremony to his acquaintance and ver- 
dit. In the ludicrous colloquy which enfued, her fhrewd- © 
nefs and prefence of mind, fo far from forfaking her, are — 
ftill circulated by the goffips in the purlieus of the Green- — 
room with much applaufe. He did not engage her, but her ~ 
enius and wit difpofed him rather to encourage than check — 


er views, 


- It was now fhe perceived in the play bills the name of © 
Inchbald. Of him fhe had fome recollection, from having — 
feen him, occafionally, in the country and neighbourhood of ~ 
Bury St. Edmund’s. To him fhe repaired without ceremony ~ 
or hefitation. He was naturally flattered by her confidence, © 

4 prevented his availing him- ~ 

felf of her fimplicity and forwardnefs to feduce or betray her. 
He therefore introduced her to Mr. D—, of Drury-lane, © 
“who had juft purchafed a fhare in a country theatre. This © 
adily accepted of the charge, and fet about preparing 

er for the talk he meant her to perform. But in the pro- © 
grefs of her ftudies, and his direétions, he foon betrayed the | 
principal drift of all his afiduity, He communicated the ob- ~ 
ject of his defire to her in terms rather unequivocal: but the ~ 
only anfwer fhe deigned him was, by dafhing a bafon full of ~ 

{calding water in his face. From him fhe once more flew to ~ 
Inchbald, and related minutely every thing that pafled.— ~ 
Whatever he thought of her temper, the circumftance could ~ 
not fail to enhance her virtue in his eftimation. She con- ~ 


but other engagements fortunate 


pares re 


fefled, the only reafon for ufing his friend thus freely was, 
her utter incapacity to expres by any other means the refent- 


ment his impudent propofal excited. 

From that moment fhe renounced all hopes of admittance 
to the ftage in fuch peremptory language, that he endeavour- ~ 
ed tu appeafe her by propofing marriage, and frankly offered — 
her hishand. She refolutely took him at his word; the bar- 

gain 
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gain was immediately clofed, and with all pofhble expedition 
regularly folemnized. 

This ftep facilitated her accefs to a theatrical life. Of her 
abilities and fuccefs in the new charaéter of an aétrefs, the 
crowds who flock to the ftage need no information, and to 
others it were of little ufe. [tis worth while to ftate fome of 
her peculiarities as a wife. This fituation the attained in a man- 
ner fingularly honourable and difinterefted on the part of her 
hufband. It is generally underftood that her unaccountable 
apathy and referve, during the few years he lived, was at bett 
but a poor return for his gencrofity. 

One anecdote is told of her whith we heartily with we could 
invalidate. That heart fhe could never yield where due was 
unhappily furrendered to another. The extreme tendernefs 
with which fhe was treated and careffled by Inchbald has not 
once been queftioned. - And yet, with al the gratitude the 
owed him, he never excited in her more than a Cold, formal, 
teluétant civility. In her conduct the» ufual maxim, that 
love begets Jove, feems to have been reverfed ;. and Lord 
Bacon’s theory, that the {pirit of this creative paiRon has the 
faculty of pofleffing its object and animating it with a fimilar 
fenfation, contpletely difproved. But though Inchbald could 
not win her affection, he never had the leait caufe to fulpea 
her fidelity. ‘The only preference fhe felt, the readily avow- 
ed, and inftantly abandoned a fcene which threatened her 
with temptations fhe for nd herfelf unable to withftand. But 
her health was impaired by the confli& of oppofite interefts 
and pafons. She was advifed to go abroad for het recovery, 
and her indulgent hufband embraced the meafure, as the like- 
lieft expedient to preferve both her life and repatation. 

Here the recovered het tranquility ; and “ after fta 
abroad about a year,"’ fays het anonymous biographer, ** Mt 
and Mrs. Inchbakd retarned to England, ftom whence they 
had been abfent nearly ears. They conftantly avoided 
the gentleman who had nearly prowed fo fatal to their Nappi 
nefs, and continued to live i the moft perfe& harmony nent 
two years, whea Mr. — death gave our heroine & 
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new occafion of teftifying how much the had ever thought 
herfelf obliged to him, by an unaffeéted concern for his. memo- 
ry, and by a firm regard to a ftrict vow which fhe had taken, 
never again to behold the man who had once defigned the 
ruin of her peace, and the iajury of her hufband.” The 
profefhonal anecdotes which marked her widowed {hate are 
not either numerous or interefting. For a few years more 
fhe continued in a fubordinate {phere, and is faid to have un- 
dergone much vexation and Goering, both from the mana- 
ger’s caprice andher own. One winter fhe was expelled the 
London theatre, and compelled to feek her fortune in Ireland. 
—** The particular circumftances,” adds her biographer, 
** which occafioned her quitting London, or her unhappy 
fituation efewhere, or what induced her return, and reinftate- 
ment in the very fame theatre from whence fhe was, during 
the feafon of playing, fuddenly difcharged, we cannot take 
upon us to ftate: thefe are private occurrences, which come 
not within the verge of our knowledge; and we fhall not 
ftain the authenticity of thefe memoirs by giving as facts the 
conclufions of conjecture.” 

Such is the brief and curfory commentary on the life of 
this fingular and extraordinary lady, by which we would in- 
troduce her to the acquaintance of our readers. We have 
brought it down to the period of her quitting the ftage, and 
commencing author. And we have endeavoured to give fuch 
a hue to the flatement as may render it fuitable, and even 
ufeful, tothe moral tendency of our female biography. 

Before adverting to her literary merits, it may not be im- 
proper to.obferve, that, perhaps, the greateft oddity about 
this odd lady, is the high reputation of wirtue the has 
always preferved, familiar as fhe neceffarily muft have been 
with the loofeft fociety. Withva real tafte for purity, which 
God forbid we thould ever impeach, few women, befide Mrs. — 
Inchbald, would feleé for sieve, or even acquaintance, — 
any of the proffigate vermin who neftle or lounge in the lobby 
ef a play-houfe. But thefe have always been her admirers, ~ 
advocates, and principal panegyrifts. Under the ee j 
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of a promifing youth from this virtuous feminary, fhe exhi- 
bited herfelf many my ago in moft public places. A lady 
in men’s cloaths, led about by a profefled man of pleafure, 
was at leaft a new and comical fpectacle, both in the galle 
of the Houfe of Commons and below the bar of the Houfe 
of Lords. And the peculiar faftidious delicacy he then af- 
tected concerning her, fhewed the real intereft he took in her 
feelings and accommodation. Whether originating in the 
capricious caft of his temper or her’s, it created, as we well 
remember, a rich fund of pleafantry and fatirical remark to a 
numerous circle of {pectators, at the expence of both. 

From the moment of her final exit from the ftage, where 
fhe had no fuccefs, the talents of Mrs. Inchbald have been 
occupied in purfuits, in which fhe has never failed. ‘The 
narration we have given of the fufferings fhe underwent deve- 
lopes an education not improperly calculated for dramatic 
compofition, to which her attention has been chiefly turned, 
and in which fhe certainly excels. «And from a poor, for- 
lorn country girl, ftrolling deftitute on the ftreets of London, 
with no means of livelihood, and no hopes of acquiring any, 
we now contemplate her raifed to independence by the re- 
fources of her own mind; and not only the archite& of her 
own fortune, but affording, from an ifexhauftible fand of in- 
vention, both amufement and inftruétion to the world at 
large. On her dramatic pieces, their ftruéture, aim, recep- 
tion, and tendency, much might be faid. But it is not from 
her tafte and dexterity in thefe, or any other of her numerous 
writings,* we would produce her as a patrern for the rl 
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* Among her wegen are the following, which nearly include the 
whole of her works : 
1 A Farce on the fubject of Madan’s Thelyphthora. 
2 The Mogul Tale. 
3 I'll tell you What. 
4A e is againft them. 
ppearance is againft ite 


































OO naa gan a orbit ee arssrecenasicae 
. Dae ae 























* 8 The Chite of Nature. 


8 LADY’S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 


a. 





of our young readers. We are not among the lilt of lobby 
loungers, who are in the habit of detailing every thing be- 
longing to a play-houfe and players, in the inflated ftyle of 
laboured exaggeration, and talking of the heroes and heroines 
of the bufkin, as ifall the bufinefs, the pleafures, and the im- 
portance of life, hung upon their exertions. But we have 
given Mrs. Inchbald a place in our biography, folely from a 
deference to the virtues with which fhe has uniformly filled 
every {phere fhe occupied, and the anexampled merit which 
diftinguifh her literary labours 

A great deal of reprehenfion undoubtedly adheres to the 
firft fteps fhe took in the wildgoofg chace of feeing the world, 
and preferring vagrant uncertainty to the comfort of domeftic 
reft. At her time of life, poffeffed as fhe was of great beauty, 
and no experience, not one young woman of a thoufand seed 
have preferved herfelf as the did, or difplayed the fortitude 
and dexterity, by which fhe furmounted fo many hardhhips. 
It has ftored her mind with an ample ftock of found experi- 
mental wifdom. But her fenfibilities muft have been feverel 
and repeatedly exercifed. And the ve! not be the nth 
for having learned fo much in the {chool of fuffering. She 
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had the good fortune, or the virtuous bias, to improve it pro- a 


perly, and turn her croffes into bleflings ; but who, thus tried, 
could have efcaped fo pure ; or from an ordeal fo fearching, 
proved fo mvulnerable. 





5 The Widow's Vow. 
6 Such Things are. 
7 The Midnight Hour. 


9 The Masried Man. 
10 Next Door Neighbour. 
Il Every one has his Fault. 
12 The Wedding Day. 
13 Wives as they were and Maids as they are. 
14 A Simple Story, in 4 vols, 
15 Nature and Art, 2 vols. 
16 Lovers Vows. 
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Her productions for the ftage have, in the courfe of a few 


. years been very numerous, and the fuccefs attending them 


ave {urpaffled her moft fanguine expectation. The ftyle of 


> her plot, as of her character, apy eh and dialogue, is 
+ chafte fimplicity. Nor is fhe ever de 

~ Perhaps, in this refpect, her colours may be occafionally ra- 
~ ther too flafhy; but her mufe, however pert and gayfome, is 
~ never languid or dull. 


itute of wit and {pirit. 


Mrs. Inchbald writes novels as well as plays, and perhaps 


the former in as good a tafte, and as unexceptionable, as the 
~ Jatter. Ofher Simple Story, a matterly criticifm appeared in 
_ amagazine,* no longer publifhed, which fays, rather prettily, 
_ & It is a domeftic fcene throughout, and our fair hell, 
~ like one of the family, a counfellor, a confidante, or an ora- 
cle, divulges all the hidden f{prings on which the whole ceco- 
) nomy or management depends, This, upon the whole, is a 
beautiful and interefting, as well as a Simple Story; and we 
frankly acknowledge our obligations to Mrs. Inchbald for the 
 pleafure it has afforded us. The fentiments are all natural 
~ and rich, neither far-fetched, nor over-drawn, nor over- 
_ wrought. They arife from the fubje&, or are fuggelted by 


the circumftances with which it is conneéted. The diéion 


~ is every where correét, perfpicuous, and pleafing ; and the 
_ work will always give fatisfaction to an intelligent and fecling 
~ reader, becaufe it treats of no concern but thofe of the heart, 
and delineates no fcenes but thofe of a domeftic nature, in 
_ which every parent, every child, and every friend, are inte- 
 relted, as they are all more or lefs liable to be called upon to 
> act a part.” 


This elegant critique is, we apprehend, equally applicable 


to her Nature and Art, which fhe face's in two volumes, 


crown octavo, two years ago. Indeed, her uncommon com- 


_ mand of language, her pregnant imagination, and her exqui- 


fite fenfibility, qualify her eminently, in our opinion, for this 
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* See the Gen. Mag. for Feb. 1791. 
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{pecies of compofition. And the popularity attending her ~ 
two attempts is a proof how well fhe can adapt her talents to © 
the tafte of the public. 7 

Her Lovers Vows, a play in five aéts, which has been — 
jaft brought forward and publifhed, and which is an avowed ~ 
tranflation from the German of Kotzebue, has alfo been very 
favourably received. ‘I’his is prefaced in her ufual ftyle of 7 
ferious and rational pleafantry, and certainly adds confider- — 
ably to her merit, as well as emolument. As one contribut- ~ 
ing largely to the pleafire and inftruction of the public by her — 
daily exertions, as exemplifying fome of the moft arduous and ~ 
important virtues in female life, and as exciting to an indefa- — 
tigable activity, we fincerely with our young readers to digeft _ 
the hiftory of this lady. And they will have the goodnefs — 
to remember, that whatever her improprieties have been, 
fhe has been wife enough to direé& them uniformly to the im. | 
provement of fome virtue, or the acquifition of fome ex * 
celleace. O. & 
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DISREGARDED PRECEPT, OR FATAL 
OBSTINACT. 


HE human mind has, not inaptly, been compared to a — 
blank fheet of white paper, which receives in{truction — 

with the fame facility as the paper is impreffed by the prin- ~ 
ter’s characters. ‘This hypothefis, which has been founded , 
both upon judgment and obfervarion, in the general accepte | 
tion may be jut; but there are inftances where the native | 
foil is {0 completely corrupt, that all attempts to render it ¥ 
luxuriant are ineffectual ; and culture, inftead of improving, — 
feems calculated to make it more noxious. " 
If the advantages of education, or the power of example, — 
could have counteracted the imperfections of nature, the he @, 
roine of the following tale would never have been held up a3 @ 
a beacon to the arrogant, or a warning to the vicious. 1d 7 
liza 
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Eliza Lufhington was the only furviving branch of a nu- 


merous family, all of whom had died in their infancy, and 


as at once the obje& of her mother’s tendernefs and her fa- 
er’s care. Her face was beautiful, and her figure elegant; 


yet fhe wanted that foftnefs of manners, and affability of ad- 
jrefs, which is fo peculiarly attraétive in a female character ; 


nd inftead of attempting to excite affection, the always ap- 


peared to claim admration. Her father was a man of pood 
amily, though {mall fortune; but as Eliza was likely to in- 
erit a very darge one from her maternal gtaodtather, her 


ducation had been rather calculated for the iphere in which 


“the was expected to move, than that in which the then did. 


Mr. Lufhington was at once a principled, philanthropic, 


nd generous character, and Arenuoufly endeavoured to im- 
prefs his daughter’s mind with the fame fentiments that 


dorned his own; but though the was under the neceflity of 
ftening to his precepts, obferving his example, yet the 


@ne was unattended to, and the other defpifed; and the 
“Would even prefume to mention her father’s liberality (to her 
“young acquaintance) in terms of reproach and difapprobation. 
a\s pride and vanity were the predominant features in her 
“Bharacter, whatever militated againit their indulgence was 
‘Sontidered by her as an abridgment of her native mghts; and 


ery latitude Mr. Luthington gave to the benevolence of his 
fpofition, the confidered as fo many drawbacks from her own 


atifications. 


The ill ftate of Mrs. Lufhington’s health, at the period 


When Eliza required the conftant exertion of her afliduity, 


ndered it neceflary that fhe fhould be fent to {chool, where 


Be facility with which the acquired accomplifbments rendered 


er a favourite both with the governefs and the teachers. 


Emulation, which is the univerfal principle of {chool educa- 
ion, bad a molt pernicious effe@ upon her difpofition ; for, 


uturally haughty, vain, and felf-conceited, thofe marks of 


pplaufe which were beftowed upon her were the certain 
“Bicans of encouraging their growth, and creating a degree of 


confe- 
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confequential arrogance, which rendered her the “objed of 


— univerfal hatred. 
Vain of her accomphfhments, proud of her family, and | 


certain of inheriting her grandfather's immenfe property, fhe 


thought it beneath her to conciliate, and derogatory to con- | 


deicend ; and at the age when other young people endeavour 


to obtain friends by an affability of manners, Eliza even loft 


the affection of her relations, by the fupercilious arrogance | 


which fhe afflumed. 


Her grandfather, who had not feen her from the age of | 
twelve to fixceen, invited her to pafs the fummer at Melton | 
Abbey; and as the ftyle of life in which he lived was very © 
different from that of a country clergyman, fhe received the | 
propofal with animation and delight, and prepared for the | 


journey with all the ardour of a youthful mind. 

Mrs. Lufhington was too much an invalid to accompany 
her daughter ; and as Mr. Lufhington had never been per- 
mitted to approach the prefence of his father-in-law (from 


having won the affections of a young woman de(tined to thine | 
as a peere/s of the realm), an old female fervant was commifhion- © 


ed to attend Eliza, who conjured her in the ftrongeft terms 
of fidelity and attachmeat to endeavour all in her power to 
reconcile the old gentleman to her worthy matter, who, De- 
borah declared, was poffefled of virtues enough to afpire to 
the pofleflion of the daughter of a king. But Eliza foon 
checked the honeft zeal of the faithful creature, by faying, 
fhe too well knew the value of her grandfather's favour to ha- 
zard his difpleafure by fuch a proceeding ; and fo far from 
endeavouring to reconcile them, the fhould take care to avoid 
naming her father in his prefence. 

The prefumptive heirefs of five thoufand a year was a per- 


fon of too much confequence in a country neighbourhood to | 


be treated either with indifference or negic&; and in a few 
days after her arrival at Mr. Afhby’s fhe found her fociety 
courted by all the furrounding families; and upon drawing ‘a 
cemparifon between her fituationattherectory and at the — 
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fhe refolutely determined that no artantaice fhould ever 
induce her to return to the former place. 

Affection and gratitude were ftrangers to her bofom, and 
neither her father’s care nor her mother’s tendernefs were 
thought worthy of the flighteft confideration. To excite en- 
vy, or obtain admiration, was the ultimate end of her defires; 
and that happinefs the had the gratification of enjoying, as the 
charms of her perfon, united to the knowledge of her faturé 
profpects, did not fail attracting the attention of the other 
fex, and of courfe infpiring the ill will of her own. 

Among the number of thofe gentlemen who appeared, by 
their condu&, her profeffed admirers, was Sir Charles Fleets 
wood and Mr. Luttrell; the former of whom was the molt 
fafbionable, and the latter the molt wnfafhionable, charaétet 
of the prefent age. To all thofe frivolous agrémens ihat coms 
ftitute a Jady’s man, Sir Charles united a libertinifm of thinks 
ing and aéting, that principle never repelled, nor prudence 
reftrained. He was ambitious, enterprifing, and profligate ; 
and, to gratify either his paflions or defires, he would balfify 
truth, and barter honour; yet was fo complete an adept in 
the art of hypocrify, that fafpicion could not detect, nor cau- 
tion guard againit, the excefs of his vices. 

Mr. Luttrell, on the contrary, was a young man whofe 
virtues were fo completely concealed by the veil of diffidente, 
that it was impoflible to difcover the tulnefs of their excel 
lence; but whenever they efeaped from the guard which fe 
cured them, they difcovered the delicacy of their poffeffor’ 3 
mind, and the benevolent traces of a generous heart. 

As thefe gentlemen both made propofals ta Mr. Athby, he 
thought it neceflary to make private enquiries into the fituas 
tion of their fortunes, and their characters, before he men- 
tioned the fubjeét to his pranddaughter ; afid as. Sir Charles 
was apprifed of the old pe ntleman’s intention, he refolved to 
fecure a place in the lady’s affection, by way of euarding 
himfelt agai: ale a formal difrmiffal, which he thought migh tbe 
the tyes gucace of too rigid an inveltigation ; and ihe had the 
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happinefs of finding both himfelf and his propofals perfectly | 
agreeable to her future wifhes. ; 
As Sit Charles Fleetwood’s eftates were not in Berkthire, © 
and he was merely on a vifit to a gentleman in that neigh. — 
bourhood, Mr. Athby found it rather difficult to obtain the © 
information fo abfolutely neceflary ; and the delay that cir. — 
cumftance occafioned afforded the oe fuficient opportuni. ~ 
ties to form a pofitive and firm peeee ; and by the time © 
Mr. Afthby had received the intelligence which threatened to 
deftroy Sir Charles’s future hopes, he had fecured fo great an — 
iatereit in Eliza’s favour, as to be very indifferent about her — 
grandfather’s approbation. = 
If Mr. Afhby had merely received a difadvantageous ac- — 
count of Sir Charles’s principles, without any hint of the em- — 
barrofjment of his fortune, in all probability he would not fo — 
ftrenuoufly have oppofed Eliza’s marriage; but when he was 
informed that he was a game/fler, as well as a profligate, and — 
forefaw the probability of his eftates being facrificed to the 
dice, he did not hefitate one moment, but abfolutely infifted — 
upon the total di/continuation of Sir Charles’s wifits. 4 
Eliza, who had always fubmitted to parental authority — 
with the utmoft difficulty, found herfelf totally unable to fub- — 
due the violence ot her natural difpofition, and, with all the ~ 
infolence of petulant independence, protefted fhe would © 
marry the man whom her heart had felected, in fpite of © 
doting folly, or arbitrary power. 2 
Sir Charles, elated at the fpirit of her conduct, and certain © 
of poffefling her unbounded steBiien, immediately propofed a 
private marriage; convinced that the old gentleman could live 
only a few years, and that he then mutt poffefs his immenfe ~ 
fortune. 
The fplendour of a title, and the novelty of a journey to ~ 
Gretna Green, were charms not to be refifted; and the ill- 7 
fated girl teo eafily yielded to the feductive plan, and placed © 
her perfon and happinefs in the power of a man, whole only | 
object was oxe too grofs to name. J 
Mrs. = 
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Mrs. Luthington, who had been apprifed by her father ot 
Eliza’s obitinacy, arrived at the Abbey the day previous to 
that deftined by Sir Charles for the execution of his fcheme; 
and, with all the folicitude of maternal fondnefs, deferibed 
the mifery that muft be attendant upon fo fatal an alliance; 
and finding all the faid proved ineffectual, declared her re- 
{olution of taking her back to the Reétory on the following 
day. 

Fliza heard this unavailing threat with fupercilious fcorn 
and filent contempt; and, confcious that fhe fhould be be. 
yond the reach of parental ‘authority before her mother would 
think of executing it, fhe did not think it neceflary to take 
the trouble of replying, and quitted the houfe at one o’clock 
on the following morning, without even leaving a fingle line 
to check the alarm of ber agitated parent, whole folicitude 
and anxiety were fo great as to threaten the extinction ot her 
lite, or ner My 

Mr. Afhby’s rage and indignation were unbounded, and, 
in all the mw de of affronted authority, he declared his re- 
folution of marrying a young wife, in the hope of obtaining an 
heir to an eftate, which mult otherwife become the property 
of aman he defpifed ; and in lefs than three months the fatal 
threat was executed, to the deftruction of Sir Charles's hopes 
and his Lady’s happinefs, who was, too late, convinced of 
her own folly, and fenfible of her error. 

Whilft Sir Charles was plunged in all the exceffes of fa- 
fhionable life, Lady Fleetwood was immerfed in an equal 
fhare of diflipation; and though not abfolutely criminal in her 
condud, yet fhe was fo far fulpected of being a young woman 
of intrigue, that ladies of ‘rigid principles avoided affociating 
with her; and though her aflemblies were numeroufly at- 
tended, yet it was merely by a certain defcription of cha- 
racters. 

To believe what we with, and feel affured of what we d¢/re, 
is a kind of inftinctive feeling attached to huntan nature, and 
Sir Charles experienced it in a moft eminent degree; for, 
folicitous that Mr. Athby should not enjoy the fatisfaction of 

C2 pollefl. 
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polleiing an heir to his s eftate, he always ridiculed the fear of | 
his marrying ; and when the intelligence arrived that the un. 7 
welcome ilranger had in reality appeared, his chagrin and dif © 
appointment were unbounded, and his unfortunate wife fe. © 
verely fuffered from his brutal inhumanity. ; 
To a mind naturally proud, overbearing, and imperious, | 
that kind of behaviour was infupportable ; and inftead of at- 7 
tempting to folten the fiercenefs of his temper, her oppofition 7 
tended to inereafe it. To the mifery of a ruined fortune, and 7 
decayed conttitution, was united the negleét of thofe he had 7 
coufidered friends ; and, unable to fupport the accumulation 4 
of fuch dilhrefs, this sensehod man vo tarily extinguifhed — 
his ewn exiltence! 4 
The amiable parents of the infatuated Eliza immediately 7 
flew to her afhiitance, expecting to find her overwhelmed with © 
forrow, and finking under affliction; but what muft have been 
the anguiih of their feelings, when, upon entering her apartment, | 
tiie xp ‘étedlly, they beheld their child reclining upon the fhoul- 7 
der of a nobleman of diftin@ion, famous in the annals of gal- © 
Jantry for the variety of his amours, and the licentioufnefs of 7 
his principles. q 
Grief, fhame, horror, and diftrefs, for fome moments de. — 
prived them of utterance ; but, recovering fiom the {tupefac- 2 
tion the furprife had occafioned, they each approached their ~ 
once-loved daughter, and taking her tenderly by the hand, ~ 
exclaimed—** Oh, my E.liza!—Avnd is it thus you repay us 
for our /olicitude, and all our care ?” "Then finking on a fo. 7 
fay near which fhe was feated, they for fome moments re- 7 
main cd filent, though the tears ‘that copicufly flowed, in f{pite © 
ofall reltriction, evinced the anguith ot their Sosihuntemnes whilit 
the object of their regret, dead to tendernefs, and loft to 7 
fhame, fata mate fpeCator of the affecting {cene. s 
His L sdthip’ s heart had long been a {tranger to fenfations | 
of compunétion, and impreflions of remorfe ; yet he could not © 
behoud che unfeigned diltrefs of the amiable pair without ex. 7] 
perieseing a degree of fympathy and contrition, for which he | 
tound himielf unable to account; and after a Mr. § 
uthings | 
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Lufhington in a tone of refpeét, he affured him his vilits 
{hould never,, from that moment, be repeated, unlels fanction- 
ed by his approbation. 

The frantic Eliza, fhocked at the idea of lofing the object 
of her affection, threw herfelf between him and her father, 
and, in all the phrenzy of difgraceful pafhons, avowed her 
tenderneis for a man who was married to another ! 

«« Gracious Powers!’ exclaimed Mr. Luthington, clafp- 
ing his hands, and lifting up his eyes towards Heaven,— 
“‘ what do I hear! Can this be the child who was trained 
to virtue, inftruéted in principle, and early taught the duties 
of Religion? Oh, my Eliza!” continued he, railing her 
from the pofture in which fhe had fallen, “ {pare your tather 
this heart-rending anguifh, and once more return into the 
paths of virtue!” 

«* ?Tisin vain,” cried the loft, abandoned girl, “ to talk 
of virtue, or to mention principle! My heart is attached, 
and I cannot refift itsimpulfe. I love Lord D———, and 
glory in my “ 

A violent fhriek from her unhappy mother checked the 
fentence ere it was quite concluded, and Mr. Lufhington, 
encircling the partner of his woes in his almoft lifelefs arms, 
immediately rang for the fervants’ affiftance ; and bearing her 
from a {cene fo agonizing to her feelings, they returned im- 
mediately to the Rectory, and in the duties of religion, and 
the practice of benevolence, endeavoured to forget the feve- 
rity of their misfortunes. 

Twelve tedious months had paffed away, and no intelli- 
gence had been received from the loft Eliza, when Mr. Luth- 
ington was fuddealy awoke at an early hour, in the month of 
November, by a violent ringing at the front gate; and throw- 
ing open the window of his.apartment, he eagerly enquired 





-the meaning of the unufual found. 


** Open the door, for God's fake!” faida voice; * for 
I am come upon an embaffy of the utmoft moment !’” 

Although it was too dark to difcover the perfoa who 
{fpoke, Mr. Luthington thought he recollected the voice ; and, 
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flipping on his drefling-gown, without hefitation flew down 
ftairs, and the moment he opened the door beheld the figure 
of Lord D————-. 

** Oh, Mr. Lathington!” faid he, “ I am the meffenger 
of fatal news /—But its urgency will admit of no pailiation— 
Your Eliza is at this moment at the point of death ; and as 
its panes will be embittered, if you refufe her your forgive- 
nefs—fay, Sir, will you attend me ?—or muit I bear the ter- 
rible intelligence, that fhe quits the world with a father’s 
eurfel? 

“ A father's curfe ?? faid the trembling, agitated parent— 
“« Ab, no! his tendereft, and his dearelt blefing !—— 
But, where is my child—where is my loft, undone Eliza ?”” 
—— Mrs. a reached the room juft time enough to 
hear the fatal intelligence, and, unable to fupport its feverity, 
the fainted at her hufband’s feet. Reviving cordials were 
adminiftered with fucecefs, and fhe infifted upon accompany- 
ing him to fee her child ; and as Lord D *s carriage 
was waiting to convey them, in lefs than three hours they 
reached her refidence. 

The melancholy change which difeafe had occafioned, 
fearcely left a trace of her former beauty ; and thofe charms, 
which had been fo ftrikingly attractive, were no longer vifible 
to her parents’ eyes, 

“ Oh! my dear—my injured parents !” feebly exclaimed 
the apparently dying Lady Fleetwood—* Can you forgive 
the wretch who has occafioned you fuch mifery—and look 
with kindnefs on your abandoned child? Yes,” continued 
fhe, galping as the fpoke ; ‘* I fee—I fee that Iam pardoned ! 
But fay, my father—what may I hope for— what may I ven- 
ture to expect, from that awful tribunal, to which I am haf- 
tening ?————-Is there mercy for a nt finner ?”” 

The unhappy parent attempted to footh and compofe her 
mind, whilft her agitated mother threw herfelf on her knees 
by the bed-fide, ~ in the fofteft tones of tendernefs and 

















compafhon, aflued her of her love, her pity, and forgive- 
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The interefting {cene was fortunately interrupted by the 
arrival of two freth phyficians, whom his Lordthip had fent 
for the night before, but who both pronounced the cafe hope- 
lefs, and expreffed an opinion that life could not laft, at the 
utmoit extent, more than fix hours. That period, fo full of 
forrow, and fo big with fear, was {pent by the unhappy peni- 
tent in aéts of devotion ; and when exhaufted nature aE in. 
to repofe, her mind feemed to have acquired fome degree of 
compofure ; and after recommending her foul to the mercies 
of her Redeemer, the haplefs Eliza fell into an eternal 
fleep ! © 
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ALI: AN ORIENTAL TALE. 
BY S$. BAKER. 


LI, the virtuous and amiable Ali, beloved of the Pro- 
phet, whofe heart was as the heart of the helplefs in- 
nocent, whofe beauty rivalled the celeftial Houri, and whofe 
way had been ftrewed with rofes by the bounteous hand of 
Affluence, fuddenly appeared dejected and unhappy :-—he 
fpurned the golden cup of Pleafure, and fled the glowing em- 
braces of Friendfhip! Penfive, and forlorn, he paced the 
verdant dale, and viewed with difgult the varied beauties of 
the exhilarating Spring, fo grateful to the luxurious inhabit- 
ants of the Ealt; he wandered to the gloomy wood, and re- 
fed his agitated frame on the earth; he tuned his lute, and 
hy in Glema {trains, the following 


SONNET. 


SWEET was the breeze wafting the woodbino’s fragrance, 
Sweet the lov’d nightingale’s foft, pleafing notes ; 
Sweet was the odour of the expanding role, 

To Ali—once the gayeft of the gay— 

When beauteous Fatima was kind and true! 

But now, alas! my joy is chang’d to forrow 
With pain I view the once bleft {pot, 
Gladden’d 
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Gladden’d by love and Fatima; 

Where oft’ the cup of Pleafure cheer’d my heart, 

Mingled with happinefs fupremely great, 

Where with the lovely Fatima I've firay’d, 

And (like the holy Pilgrim, who, with pious zeal, 

Has left kind friendthip and domeftic joy, 

To kneel at Mecca’s facred fhrine) 

I've gaz’d with fervent adoration 

At Nature’s favourite maid ! 

But, falfe and cruc! fair, 

She's left me nought but tears and fighs, 

And fad remembrance of departed bhifs! ! 


Thus daily fung the mournful Ali. The pallid hue of 
ficknefs began to fucceed the rofy bloom of health, and the an- 
el of Death eagerly expected the moment when he fhould 
be permitted to ftrike the fatal blow. The neighbouring 
fhepherds endeavoured in vain to pour the balm of comfort in- 
to the heart of the defponding youth ; and the fage I{mael, 
revered for his virtues, with difficulty prevailed on him to ap- 
proach his cell: when arrived at that facred fpot, with a 
dreadful frown, and {tern voice, the holy derviche thus ad- 
dreffed him : 
«¢ Ali,” faid he, “ thou haft imitated the wretched unbe- 
lievers, and tranfgrefled the divine laws delivered to our holy 
Prophet ; thou haft neglected the precepts contained in the 








_ facred Koran, and the vengeance of Allah is prepared to 
‘crafh thee. Man propofes, but the Almighty difpofes: thou 


haft dared to repine at the all-juft decrees of the Ruler of the 
world, who cannot do amifs, and neglected the cuftomary 

rayers and ablutions, that thoy mighteft indulge thyfeif in a 
finfal and unfruitful grief. Hear the decree of that Provi- 
dence whom thou haft forgotten in thy diftrefs :— Thou 
fhalt enter into wedlock—-behold thy appointed bride !”’ 

Ali caft his eyes around, and fhuddered at the fight of a 
deformed and antiquated female, whofe features refembled 
the demons. ‘The derviche again repeated— 

“* Behold thy bride-——your hands fhall be inftantly 

” 


os Ali, 
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Ali, convinced of the wifdom of the Almighty Judge, 
bowed obedience, and fubmitted to his pts ¢ 
{age immediately pronounced the nuptial benedi¢tion— 

“* Now,” he exclaimed, “ behold thy bride in all her 
pride of beauty !” 

Ali caft his eyes at his wifa, when, to his aftonifhment, 
he beheld—not the difguiting figure he had before feen, but 


~] 
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—his lovely, long-loft Fatima! ! 
a 


EFFECTS OF MISTAKEN SYNONT MY. 


[conTINUED. ] 


EING confined to words of fynonymous tendency, but 
whofe meanings are various in their import, it confe- 
quently precludes that ftriking contraft, which a defcription 
of the virtues and their yp vices neceflarily implicates ; 
yet if, in the character of each, enough may be underitood 
to fettle their appropriate claims, 1 have reafon to hope my 
attempt to give them the true definition will neither be deem- 
ed futile nor ae fh although I guefs that the follow- 
ing will not be the leaft difficult of any hitherto undertaken, 
as the apparent fynonymy of Sen/e and Senfibility do not feem 
at firft fight to promife much variety. We thall fee, however, 
in the courfe of this eflay, if their relative terms are properly 
fixed, or their contrarieties truly afcertained. To keep up 
the fpirit of allegory, it will be requifite to mention the pa- 
rental origin of : 


SENSE and SENSIBILITY: 


and if to Modefly and Truth are afcribed the birth of Senfibi- 
lity, 1 am ready to imagine Senfe may be produced by the 
union of Genius and Learning [ Let not the {cholar be offend- 
ed at the preference given to natural advantages, by placing 
Genius firft]. Before I proceed with my allegory, it will be 
but reafonable to mention a third in that firm, which the ig- 
norapt, the carelefs, and fometimes the uneducated, fo fre- 
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quently combine,—this is Sufeeptibility ; a character, at beft, 
but equivocal ; pretending to, without partaking of the ef- 
fence of either quality. She has great fenfe; the poffeffes 
much fenfibility; the is extremely fafceptible ; are decifions I 
have more than once heard affixed to beings who pofleffed 
but che latter of thefe attributes, or only one of the former.— 
Let us endeavour, then, to fee how far the deception may be 
carried, and where it ends. 

Delighted with the graces of their darling offspring, Mo- 
defly and Truth beheld the effe& of their daily leflons, in the 
retiring delicacy and amiable referve that {fparkled in the eye 
and varied the blufhing cheek of Senfidility ; nor was her at- 
tachment to fimplicity an undefirable trait in her characigr.— 
It was the with of thefe excellent deities to preferve, in all 
her actions, the predile&tion fhe had fo ftrongly conceived in 
favour of that interelting being; and although Genius and 
Learning had hinted a wah for the union of Senfe with Mo. 
defly’s blooming defcendant, Aer parents evinced a ftill 
greater defire for the cultivation of hereditary graces, left a 
too early attachment to thofe fhe might acquire from i 
fhould render her vulnerable to the attacks of an illaudable 
pride. Another enemy was likewife to be guarded againit ; 
and Sufceptidility, from the {weet and lovely exprefion which 
animated the features of the charming attribute, attempted, 
by every winning art, to counteract the fage counfels of Mo- 
defly and Truth. This offspring of the equivocal virtues, at 
beft, conceived himfelffure of, the purpofe he earneitly {trove to 
attain ; and, in the too fedulous endeavours of her fage advifers 
to fhun Pride, Sen/ibility was nearly driven to the other ex- 
treme. But here the interference of Senfe was of infinite ufe: 
he trembled at the innovations already made by a power, over 
whom even the admonitions of Modefy herfelf could not al- 
ways preferve an unrefifted fuperiority ; and although the 
ftrength and dignity of her reprefentations feldom failed, yet 
the artful, though latent, approaches of Su/ceptibility appeared 
to gain an almo(t decided footing in the bofom of his charm- 
ing victim, and at every trifling alarm her pulfe beat Wicks 
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her colour fled, and a momentary weaknefs pervaded her 
whole frame. Every profeflion of friendthip the fet down as 
parmnaent, and every fancied dillrefs of shale fhe thought fhe 
oved gave torture to her heart. To the reprefentations of 

her parents fhe was ftill attentive, but the fup ee of her 
cunning adorer were calculated to render thofe lectures the 
was itil in the habit of receiving of no effect. By this im- 
prudence Senfibility foon appeared to have quitted her preten- 
fions to the name—every charm that was attached to it, even 
thofe that were perfonal. That eye which beamed with the 
relative attractions of Modefly and Truth, and was enlivened 
by innocent cheerfulnefs, now quenched the brilliant ov 
by fudden and paffionate fits of weeping: that cheek, whole 
carmine teint fled buttoreturn, now took a pale and deadly hue. 
To counteract the force of thofe leflons fhe now mers | with 
open avidity, Sen/e, with every encouragement from Modefly 
and Truth, and the united efforts of Genius and Learning, ap- 
plied his whole ftrength to the removal of Swu/ceptibility ; but 
m this attempt the utmoft caution was neceflary, left, in di- 
reGting his full powers to that defirable purpofe, the thock 
might utterly deitroy the very effence of his {till beloved vir- 
gin. In the opening of this little campaign, Genius exerted, 
with lively and well-meant efforts, her talents of amufe- 
ment, which at firft feemed to promife fome fuccefs: but 
Genius herfelf was foon ftrongly oppofed by the infinuating 
enemy, who tinétured with his impaflioned language the com- 
pofitions fhe produced ; and the afliftance of Learning was 
then readily granted, to accomplifh the defirable event.——- 
From him the virgin, who faw no attractions in his funken 
eyes, pallid countenance, and emaciated figure, turned with 
a momentary difguft, which Su/ccpiibility heightened ; and on 
the lively and brilliant countenance of his coadjutor her looks 
repofed with pleafure. Thus was a confiderable point gain- 
ed; for, encouraged by thofe looks, Genius returned to the 
charge, and, by a thoufand little winning remonftrances, 
proved the neceflity of admitting Learning to an equal fhare 
of Senfidility’s attention. The {pell was now broken 5 dex e 
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beheld his triumph complete, and readily applied himfelf 
to the bufinefs of excluding the dangerous innovator from 
availing himfelf of any future advantages, by guarding with 
the ftriéteft care every avenue to the prefence of his beauteous 
companion, who, fully fenfible of her late deviation from the 
rules preforibed by her parents, renewed her intercourfe with 


- Simplicity, while the carefully reje&ed every advance made by 


Pride, who fondly (though vainly) hoped her vifics might be 
countenanced by thofe that had procured the banifhment of 


Sufceptibility. si 
TT 


THE TURTLE DOVE, 


FROM THE ARABIC. 


ANZADE, Queen of Katchemur, faid to her twe 

daughters, the elder of whom was but nine years old— 

« My dear children, your aunt, the Queen of Thebot, has a 

turtle-dove, who always moans when it fees any one commit 

a fault. 1 will afk her for this wonderful bird. She may, 
perhaps, be very ufeful to you in your education.” 

“ Oh, beft of mothers !”’ returned the elder of the prin- 
ceffes, ** I want no bird to remind me of my failings by 
moaning. If 1am fo unhappy as to commit one, my heart 
reproaches me with it, and 1 bemoan it myfelf.” 

“ No,” faid the younger; “ Jet the turtle-dove come, 
and give hertome. I will be fo good—fo very good—that 
I will foon bring her to laugh. 





AP HORISMS. 


OTHING is more fincere than confcience, nor more ad- 
vantageous than its counfels. 


The moft important, yet moft neplected of all converfa- 
tions, is the converse with one’s elf. 


THE 
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THE OLD WOMAN. 
NO. VII. 
O, Vanity ! frail Woman's foe, 
F or once thy fatal {way forego. ANON. 


My dear, venerable, old Lady, 


OUR attention to the requeft of Binoy Wixtine, 
who addreffed her forlorn cafe to you, and the judici- 
ous obfervations you made upon it for her direction, embol- 
den me to hope, that you will be CUR Y indulgent to your 
prefent correfpondent, and that fhe will reap equal benefit 
from your advice. My fortune is fingular, at a period when 
men and money are both faid to be growing {carce: I have 
not, like the unfortunate Biddy, to complain of a want of 
lovers, but of not being able to difengage myfelf from the pef- 
tering importunities of fome, whom I can neither encourage 
with an honeft heart, nor yet abfolutely turn adrift with any 
regard to policy, till I have fecured the man who is the object 
of my fondett affection. 

Iam the daughter of an opulent tradefman in the city of 
London, whofe fortune hasbeen tripled fince the commence- 
ment ‘of the prefent war, and who, if it continues feven years 
longer, will be worth a plum, he fays; though he has only 
mylelf and a younger filter to inherit it. ‘he nature of his 
bufinefs has thrown him into contact with naval and military 
adventurers without number, who all know his fuccefsful en- 
terprizes; and, therefore, if not out of real attachment, yet 
on account of my profpects, think it worth while to lay fiege 
tomy heart. On the firft day of April next (I cannot bear 
the da of my birth, and am determined it fhall not be the 
day of my wedding!) I only quit. my teens; yet two years 
ago I had on my books, wanting my commiflion to make them 
happy, two half-pay lieutenaat-colonels, three captains of the 
guards, four commanders of fhips of the linc, each of whom 
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declared that he fhould be truly bleft to be promoted to fuch 
a tight little frigate as myfelf; and one or two chaplains of the 
navy, who urged their fuit with as much animation as the 
heroes whofe more immediate bulinefs it was to fight. Since 
that time my ftock of admirers has been fluctuating in quan- 
tity as well as quality, but they have been salieri increaf- 
ing; and as I had no idea of fetting up a regifter office, I did 
not think it neceflary to preferve all their names, nor will I 
trouble you with their hiftory. Some foon gave in, on a 
frown from me, or acrofs word from my father ; and I fear, 
from this circumftance, that they would give in too, if op- 
pofed to a refolute enemy. Others were called away by 
duty, and perhaps have forgot me; a few, for whom I had 
fome refpect, have fallen by an honourable death, but the 
tear I have fhed for them has fpeedily been dried up by the 
affiduity of new candidates for my favour. Some fkirmithed, 
and ftill fkirmifh at a diftance, and therefore I have thought 
little about them; but one of this defcription—the moft dif- 
tant and humble of all my admirers—I cannot help confefling 
I with had more refolution; and that he would be the means 
of delivering me from a crowd who lay bolder claims to my 
regard, but have gained lefs afcendancy over my heart. Un- 
fortunately, however, he is no more than a lieutenant of the 
navy, though, in confequence of his bravery and his fervices, 
he every day expects to be made an ; and when he is a 
captain, perhaps he may pluck up a little more courage. But 
he has to contend with feveral who are his fuperiors in rank, 
both in the land and fea fervice; and the poor young man 
keeps back, apprehenfive, I fuppofe, that his pretenfions will 
be vain; for I am fure it is not tear of the perfonal prowefs 
of his rivals that reftrains him from prefling his fuit; and if I 
could efcape the vigilance of my befiegers, I fhould foon con- 
vince him, that I am much inclined to furrender to him on 
an honourable capitulation ; and I know he is too brave, and 
too virtuous, to demand any other conditions. But how, my 
good old Lady, my dear, motherly, ghoftly counfellor of 
70! can I break from at leaft half a dozen veterans, who 
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watch me day and night ; and who feem to mount guard oa 
me, as if they were doing garrifon duty. I mutt contefs, they 
obferve the moft punctilious etiquette, and the firft comer has 
always his téte-a-téte without interruption from the reft; but 
no fooner has one left off teazing me than another fucceeds ; 
and though I own I have no particular partiality for either, 
they are all fo well bred, fo entertaining, and {fo devoted to 
my fervice, as they call! it, that I cannot, for the foul of me, 
adopt and keep the refolution of denying myfelf to them, or 
ot pafling fentence upon them, which they tell me would be 
like a ball through their hearts; till 1 am fure that my mo- 
dett lieutenant, who has hitherto fhewn his love in his man- 
ner more than his words, will defend me from their aflaults, 
without rifking a life which 1 feel is dearer to me than my 
own. ‘They are all heroes, in theit own opinions at lealt, 
and would moft likely deftroy one another, as they fay the 
fons of Deucalion did, were I to fhew a decided preference 
to one; particularly to one whom they confider their inferior 
in rank, and, according to the common way the world 
judges, in confequence inferior in merit. Tell me, my Py- 
thian prieftefs, how I muft manage, at once to get rid of 
thofe, who at beft are indifferent to me, and to fecure the 
youth in whofe favour my heart has decided, and you will 
confer an eternal obligation on 


























Jenny Mantroup, 


P. S. I promife my Delphic Oracle, in cafe of my fuc- 
cefs, a new fafhionable black wig, to hide her gray hairs: a 
higher bribe would readily be offered, but I am fure it would 
not be accepted; for I confider the Old Woman's ambition 
is to ferve her fex, and not to make an advantage of them. 

zd P. S. I fhould have obferved, that my father appears 
to have no diflike to the young lieutenant. He fays he is a 
man of family, and if he lives is likely to poffefs an honour- 
able rank in fociety, with an ample fortune. 

3d P, S. I was interrupted by one of my heroes, juft as I 
finifhed the lafl fentence ; who if whether valiant with wine: or 
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love I know not) was moft ardent to obtain my permiflion to 
open his batteries again(t my father; and though I temporifed 
with him, I thal! now be in conftant fear; fo pray let your vals. 


' advice be prompt. not o 
a ———— ep 
ie ’ 
te Miss Mantroup’s is not a fingular cafe; and fhe may ye f 
| thank herfelf for the embarraffment fhe fuffers. Her fortune cefafal 
appears to be fo confiderable, that fhe might probably play reafon 
| the fool in keeping fo many retainers, without danger of dying 
f an old maid, for fome years more; but I will afk her, if her 
| heart owns a real love, and fhe thinks her admirer, the lieu- 
tenant, feels the fame, how much anguifh fhe mutt give him, 
by encouraging fuch a train of fuitors, and how fhe finks her, Wh: 
{elf in the opinion of every honeft mind, by liftening to ad- ' 
drefles which fhe has no intention to reward. Vanity is the 
{ grand misfortune of the fex. They weakly fancy that a num- ] 
ber of fuitors gives them confequence ; and that it is harmlefs T 
| to amufe themfelyes with thofe who praétife on others for blithe 
i amufement. Buta fhort acquaintance with life fhews them the rs 
|i miferable fallacy of this opinion; and it is well if they efcape * - 
| the dangerous confequences to which fuch conduct fide A ena 
| She who deludes, deferves to meet with delufion ; fhe who you p 
} ; 


| temporizes to deceive, deferves the deception which almoft d 
temp they ° 
inevitably falls to her lot. Fo 
| 


Without being influenced by the black wig, which I affure part ¢ 


a my correfpondent | would not wear, though my hairs were oonl 
H more gray and fewer in number than they are, fhe is welcome Pe 

, to my beft advice; and, after this preface, it fhall be fhort.— attit 
} She ought civilly to emancipate herfelf from the affiduities of — 

every man fhe does not mean to encourage. If fhe has not ty 

| refolution to give a point-blank denial to their pretenfions, it is 

{ eafy to deny herfelf the poor gratification of hearing the rhap- a 

fodies of flattery from thofe whom fhe does not regard. She -* 

may fhun the company of thofe who are not agreeable to her 3 and c 
| or fhe may eafily convince them, by a different manner to prope 


thofe fhe really loves, that they are wafting their time, and 
lifplay 
Quy ray . 

i 














LADY’S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 29 











playing their wit in vain. If her father fanétions her re 

tor the lieutenant, fhe runs very little rifk, provided he is a 
man of prudence and merit, of endangering him with his ri- 
vals. Seldom has a duel been fought for a woman which was 
not of her own prompting. Her equivocal conduct has given 
two perfons equal nepen and inftead of uniting to defpife her 
as they ought, they have, with equal folly and criminality, 
pe 250 their lives for her fake ;' and he who has been fuc- 
cefsful in gaining the worthlefs prize, has generally had molt 
reafon to lament his fate. 





DEFENCE OF CURIOSITT. 


What aileth thee: and why is thy {pirit troubled within thee ? 
ESDRAS, 


6 ig are perfons who, inftead of /earching for the 
beneficial confequence which they obferve to be elta- 
blifhed in the works of God, and efpecially in man, whom 
they do not fail to call his majfler-piece, are inceflantly labour- 
ing to ftigmatize the motives of human action. I with that 
every action were as good as its motive! Curiofity—or, if 
you pleafe, Inquifitivenefs—is one of thofe propenfities which 
they would fain attribute to a malign origin, 

For my part, I regard this difpofition as a moft admirable 
part of the conftruction of our minds. Employed by ignorant 
people, it is, undoubtedly, very frequently ifrultiag. But 
what is it that ignorance, that is, error, does not make dif- 
guiting? A fenfible perfon never afks thofe queftions which 
are truly called impertinent;* and am I to argue now upon 
the advantages of good fenfe ? 





* The word, in its genuine meaning, conveys a very mild reproof; 
and clearly explains to what itfelf is applicable: 1s-PERTINENT—1mal-a- 


propos, not to the purpofe, unneceflary. 
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To what purpofe were the heart of man benevolent; to 
what siinpole were it fympathetic, and inclined to comfort 
the unhappy, if the wants and fufferings of others were con- 
céaled from him? It is on this proand that I defend Curio- 
fity. Its influence upon the diffufion of knowledge is gene- 
rally allowed. TI fhall be anfwered, perhaps, that Curtofity 
is ufelefs, as it regards humanity; becaufe it is fufficient if we 
liften when misfortunes are recited to us. I anfwer; firft, 
that the unfortunate, and particularly in proportion to their 
refinement, that is, in proportion as they poffefs the mind 
which nature gave to man (for the higheft refinement is the 
neareft approach to nacure) the unfortunate are difhident, 
and flow to {peak of themfelves.. I fay this from mere fact. 
I will tell you why it is, in my opinion, that God has made 
them thus filent :—the human mind has every poflible variety 
of temper; what it attends to at one time with eagernefs, at 
another time it defpifes: or.if we even omit the mention of 
the verfatility of a tingle individual, it muft be allowed, that 
we can never meet twenty perfons of the fame predominant 
yg It is obvious, then, that the tale of mifery, in- 
diferiminately told, would meet very uncertain reception.— 
At all times tenacious of our charaéter, and of the confidera- 
tion due to it from the world, and of our title to ro 
of refpeét, the fick and the unfortunate do not readily expote 
themielves to the rebuke of the morofe, the laughter of the 
inconfiderate, the contempt of the vain, or the negleé of 
thofe whofe thoughts may be otherwife occupied. But if, in 
our happieft circumftances, we look for the refpeét of our fel- 
lows, even when the mind has elafticity fufficient to {pring it 
up from the temporary oppreffion, and, like a rufh in the 
brook, to regain its ereétnefs when the breeze that bent it is 
paft, how much more fufceptible of affront are we, when the 
dejected fpirits have lofi their native tone, when we feel that, 
if we are caft down, we cannot refume our ftation. God, 
therefore; mindful what pain a rude touch would inflict et 
the unfortunate, has taught him to retire, let he fhould be 


bruifed. 
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If it were wife, then, to make the diftreffed filent, to pre- 
vent ill-timed communicativenefs ; was it not alfo wife to 
create another principle, by means of which their hearts may 
be prompted to {peak, whenever it can be of fervice? Every 
one that hears does not aflift; but none can aflilt that do not 
hear. It was therefore that a {trong defire to know the fitua- 
tion of others was made part of our nature. As the vine 
throws out a thoufand tendrils that clafp nothing, rather than 
mifs one opportanity of fupport; fo we are made to afk a 
thoufand things ufelefsly, rather than unheedfully pafs one 
that might produce advantage. The filence, on the one hand, 
provides prudent concealment ; Curiofity, on the other, caufes 
the tale to be told to thofe that are willing to hear. Our for- 
rows are thus carefully fhielded, and digcowtsed only when 
the difcovery may invite a balm. 





E. Ae 
' a 
AN HONEST WOMAN HANDSOMEL?Y RE. 
WARDED. 


HERE is fomething in female honour, or virtue in a 

woman, which charms as much as honefty in a man 3 

and both are fo rare, and at the fame time fo ineftimable, that 

this celebrated diftich of our moral bard will equally apply to 
either— 


A Wit’s a feather, and aChief’s a rod, 
An honeft man’s the nobleft work of God! 


The Cardinal Farnefe, who was very properly named the 
Patron of the Poor, gave public audience once a week to in- 
digent perfons in his neighbourhood, and diftributed his 
bounty among them according to their wants. A woman of 

enteel addrefs, but in a dejected, forlorn condition, pre- 
ab herfelf one day with her vt fea a beautiful creature 


about fifteen years old, before this ecclefhattic, . , 
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“© My Lord,” faid fhe, * the rent of my houfe (five 
crowns) has been due fome days, and my landlord threatens 
to turn me into the ftreet, unlefs he is paid within the week. 
Have the goodnefs, my Lord Cardinal, to interpofe your 
facred authority, and protect me from this dreadful outrage, 
till by our induftry we can fatisfy the demand of our perie- 
cutor.”” 

The Cardinal wrote a billet, which he put in the peti- 
tioner’s hand, and faid—** Goto my fteward with this paper, 
and receive from him five crowns.” But the fteward, on her 
prefenting the document, paid down fifty. The woman ab- 
folutely refufed to receive more than five, alledging that his 
Eminence pave her to expect no more, and that it muft be 
a miftake. Both were fo convinced of aéting literally ac- 
cording to order, that it was mutually agreed to refer the 
matter to the Cardinal himfelf. 

‘¢ It is true,”’ faid he, “ there mu(t be a miltake. Give 
me the paper, and I will rectify it.”” He then returned the 
billet, thus rectified, to the woman, faying “ So much can- 
dour and honefty deferves recompenfe. Here—I have or- 
dered you a thoufand crowns. hat you can fpare out of 


it, lay up as a dowry for your daughter in marriage, and re-. 


ard my donation as the blefling of God on the upright difpo- 
tion of a pure mind.” 


a — 
THE CRITERION OF VIRTUE, 


AN ESSAY. 


LADIES, 


T is, I believe, extremely common, in the appropriation 
of words to ideas, to give them erroneous fignifications, 

or attribute greater Jatitude to general terms than they were 
Originally intended to exprefs ; and as I have often, though 
vainly, wifhed to fee the criterion of virtue, as it ane 
CX, 
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fex, properly eftablifhed, it fhall be the employment of a fe- 
rious. hour to afhgn, with as much petition as my flender 
knowledge will admit, the diftin& and proper claims of the 
higheft grace a woman can poffefs, and afcertain how far the 
may be jultified in arrogating to herfelf the character of a 
cvoman of virtue; alfo in-what inftances, although “ chajfle as 
unfunned fnow,” that character can be deficient.  Chafte, 
yet not virtuous!—this is furely an inexplicable paradox,” ob- 
ferves the decorous female, on whofe fpotlefs name no mil- 
dew of calumny ever fixed. ‘ Were this thefis eftablifhed, 
it mutt totally remove the boundaries of good and evil, and 
damp, if not deftroy, the praife-worthy attempt at moral 
{tricinefs, befides effectually repelling the advances of the 
equivocally virtuous to a more perfect reputation.” —-A mo- 
ment’s indulgence, dear Madam, while I endeavour to prove, 
that Cha(tity (although the faireft ornament our fex can 
boaft, and without which no woman can be eftimable) is yet 
but a fingle virtae, and may be fullied by a variety of culpa- 
ble errars. She whofe confcioufnefs of integrity can give a 
decided affirmative to the following interrogatories, is, indif- 
putably, poffeffed of that exalted charaéteriftical excellence. 

«¢ When, in converfation with the giddy and unfeeling, the 
faults of an anhappy female are expofed with unneceflary fe- 
verity, do I remain filent, when to /peak would be to con- 
demn; or if I do fpeak, is it to deduce, from the reprefenta- 
tion before me, inftruétive leffons for the advantage of a 
thoughtlefs and — audience? Do'l extenuate, witha 
cautious benevolence, the unauthorifed condemnation of an 
abfent fellow creature? Do I, when folicited by one of 
thofe very wretched beings for the affiftance my finances will 
allow, extend the hand of mercy; perhaps drop a tear of 
compaflion for what, ftriétly fpeaking, is merited diftrefs? 
Do i leave to others the office of emblazoning thofe virtues 
which an inward confcioufnefs appropriates to my own cha- 
raéter; and feek rather to exalt the graces of another, than 
prefumptuoufly detail my own as objects of imitation " Do 
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I practife, as nearly as human imperfeétion will admit, thofe 
duties more immediately relative to my fituation ?”” 

From this little categorical fketch of what a woman of vir- 
tue ought to be, may our fex determine with true precifion 
what they really are. 

Virtue, if I underftand its implication rightly, is a combi- 
nation, not a folitary grace, when meant to include female 
excellence ; and it is as poflible for a woman to be chafte 
without being good, as fora man to be induftrious without 
being honeft. Certainly every amiable propenfity is a degree 
of virtue ; but when the term is made ote of as above, it is ar 
aggregate, and contains the fum of human goodnefs. 

But while thus attempting to fettle the claims of Chattity, 
and in what degree its profeffors may be deficient, I would 
carefully avoid giving the {malleft fuffrage to thofe who pol- 
fefs not this charming quality: deprived of that, the fweetett 
features lofe their selllaney in an equal degree that the plaineft 
countenance acquires a comparative Legthenth from its influ- 
ence. How dreadful to confider, that, like thofe planets 
which derive their brightnefs from the fun, every fecondary 
grace becomes, if not extinét, yet faint and-ealmoft imper- 
ceptible, from the abfence of that glorious emanation, which 
heightens, illuftrates, and irradiates the leffer virtues of the 
foul. Even the gift of Charity lofes fome of its effeét from 
being tendered by the hand of impurity ; and however the li- 
bera! and truly virtuous mind may appreciate the bounty of a 
thoughtlefs wanton, it cannot reject a fentiment of contempt. 
Let urbanity of difpofition, placidity of temper, the practice 
ofaconomy, and unbounded benevolence, meet in that mind 
and character, undignified by Chaflity, and too often the 
lovely attributes are depreciated by a fevere, and perhaps uny 
juft, degradation of their ufefulne(s. 

O ye, my dear and once amiable fellow-creatures, could 
ee but eftimate your lofs in the proportion you do your falfe- 
y-named pleafures—could you give a moment's attention to 
the fuggeftions of a wounded confciencc, and draw afide ou 

gaudy 














LADY’S MUNTHLY MUSEUM. 35 








——— 


gaudy veil which conceals the flow but /ure operations of that 
awful monitor,—callous and deplorably unfeeling, indeed, 
mult be the heart which fuch a retrofpe¢t would not foften.— 
Your very excellencies, while in fuch a fituation, make 
againit you. Contracted in their ufefuinefs, fullied by conti- 
nual error, what are they (in the eftimation of the illiberal, 
who can give no credit to them while containinated by impu- 
rity) but {plendid fins? Are you daughters, wives, mo- 
thers? fave you tafted the hoeund of relative affection? 
Have you been innocent, unfufpicious, beloved, and efteem- 
ed? And can you fubmit to be degraded, defpifed, claffed 
with the unhappy creatures you once, it may be, pitied; neg- 
leéted too, by thofe whofe hearts your fhameful conduct has 
keenly pierced? Reflect—repent—return to virtue! And 
fhould there be one harfh judge, to whom your with of return- 
ing to the refpectable fociety you once quitted appears impro- 
per, and who can reject the earneft petition, /be cannot efta- 
blifh herfelf as a woman of virtue. 

Let not this little apoftrophe to female frailty be deemed 
inconfiftent with the plan of the Monthly Mufeum. If out 
of the numerous readers, who in every part of England give 
a hearty fuffrage to your work, not one can be found whofe 
conduét juttifies the well-meant caution, it is a glorious proof 
that the daughters of Britain are as renowned for goodnefs as 
fur beauty. 





Iam, with reps Ladies, , 
our obedient fervant, ee 


THE PRESENT STAGNATION OF MATRIMONY 


Attributed to the elegant and expenfive kind of Education which is given 
to young wom w of the prefent age beyond the compats of their fortuncs 
and ftations in tife. 


T is a common maxim with many parents, to give their 
daughters, what they falfelycall, a good education, to make 
them amends for the want of furtane; which is juft as rational, 
as it would be for them to adminifter bitters to whet their 
4 children's 
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children’s appetites, under a notion that a keen {tomach will 
fupply the want of food ; for we find, that it ferves only to 
give them a tate for mifery, by raifing their views beyond the 
reach of that happinefs which belongs to their {tation and cha- 
racter of lite. 

Now, fince marriage is almoft the only {tate for which 
women feem defigned, and fince (as the Spectator obferves) 
the confideration of getting a hufband is made the prevailing 
motive to induce Milfs to go through the labour and pains of 
her education with cheerfulnefs; I look upon our great female 
boarding-fchools as fo many feminaries of candidates for ma- 
trinony; and cannot but reflect, with the highett pity and 
concern, how few there are, amid{t fuch multitudes, whofe 
expenfive and elegant accomplifhments are likely to turn to 
any account, or to an{wer the end of their own wifhes, or 
their parents’ cares. Nor do I think, that a home education 
is lefs liable to lead them altray from a right fenfe of things ; 
fince, in moft cafes, they muft unavoidably receive fo many 
wrong impreflions trom the vanity and difhipation of their pa- 
rents, and from the affected and pragm. sical behaviour of 
their matters. Indeed, as the chief capacity for which wo- 
men feem defigned is matrimeny, one w ould expect that their 
education fhould be fuch as would beft qualify them for that 
{tate to which they are principally adapted : one would ex- 
pect to hear mothers initilling into their daughters maxims of 
prudenee and ceconomy, initead of giving them a tafte for 
expence and fhow; and informing their underitandings, and 
correcting their hearts, inftead of employing all their la- 
bours on the beauty of their faces, or the getture of their bo- 
dies; and teaching them the thin and tranfparent artifices of 
allurement and captivation: one would think it reafonable 
that they fhould explain to them the weak and defencelefs 
{tate of their fex, and inculcate the neceflity of their making 
choice of aman, to whom they could willingly and fafely en- 
_ truft themfelves in marriage 5 which, though parents ufually 

make it a matter of bargain and tales 1 is to the daughters them- 


felves a Jolemn engagement, wherein ev ery thing g that is dear 
and 
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and valuable to them is concerned; a contract for life, and a 
furrender of themfelv es, and of their comfort and happinefs, 
into the power and controul of their hufbands. But parents 
feldom take much pains to inform the under{tandings of their 
daughters ; nay, they often beftow more labour to make them 
vain and foolifh, than, if ri htly employed, would make them 
wife and ufeful characters, The books they read, however well 
calculated for information and improvement, can have but 
little influence on them, whilft all their wife inftructions on a 
fimplicity of manners, and an unaffected behaviour, all their 
excellent leffons on a generous and difinterelted conduct, are 
often defeated by that difguife and artifice, which, it is much 

be lamented, are ufually the very effence of female educa- 
t1i0Nn. 

And, as it is deemed the higheft degree of prefumption, 
for a girl to entertain any fentiments or affections of her own; 
all her thoughts, words, and actions, are to be regulated only 
by the mother’s nod; which {tate of reltraint renders het 
whole carriage and beh wiour fo cold and unanim: ited, and 

s fuch a powerful check to every generous principle of 
nttiet; that the looks more like a doll, than a rational crea- 
ture. 

Hence many a poor girl comes to church to be married, 
without having any juit ideas of the nature of matrimony. 
«‘ She is brought as an ox tothe flaughter, or as a bird 
hafteth to the {nare of the fowler, not knowing that it is for 
its life;’? and thus is doomed to the bafeft proftitution both 
of herfelf, and of the holy rites of matrimony, by giving hei 
hand toa man, whilft her heart is far from him: and by 
vowing love and reverence to him whom fhe hates and de- 
tnifes, fhe lays herfelf open to the guilt of perjury, and she 
{in of violating the molt facred bonds and obligations. But 
were the true {tate of matrimony laid before her, with all its 
ye one may be apt to think, that fhe would ftart back 

en from the very altar itfelf; and entertain a thoufand 
tcars, and mifgivings of mind, to which fhe had hitherto been 

9 utter flranger: and inftead of deeming marriage only a 
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means of advancing herfelf in the world, and of gaining the 
management of a houfe and a hutband, (as fhe had before 


been taught to think) fhe would find herfe!f ro be the flave, 
and dependant only on the affetion of her hufband for her 


peace and liberty. 

Any one, who looks at al! abroad into the world, may 
eafily obferve, that the aim of moft parents, in the education 
which they give to their daughters, is to convert their other 

natural paifions into pride, as a fecurity againft their throwing 
themfelves away upon fome worthle/s fello mw; as is every man, 
in their effimation, who is not worth a good round fum of 
money, or a handfome eftate: and, confiftcatly with this plan, 
find them inflructing their daughters in the difcipline of 
fetting their caps at men, on account of their external circum- 
ftances, and teaching them to merry the houfe, or fortune, 
and not the man, as was obferved above. Indeed, were we 
not otherwife informed by fuch good authority, we might be 
apt to think, that the charaéter, temper, and difpofition of a 
_man, were material confiderations to a poor girl, whofe come 
fort and happinefs muft entirely depend upon them; when, 
by marrying, fhe gives to her hufband almoft ever power 
over her, but that of life and death; and if unkindly or in- 
jurioufly treated, hath no other defence but fubmiflion; no 
other refource or confolation but fighs and tears. 

Moliere hath given us a very ftrong and forcible defcrip- 
tion of the ftate of matrimony in his L’Avare: he fays, 
“ Votre fille vous peut réprefenter que la mariage eft une 
plus grande affaire qu’on ne peut croire; qu "il y va détre 
heureux ou malheureux toute fa vies & qu'un engagement, 
qui doit durer jufqu’a la mort, ne e doit jamais faire, qu’avec 
des grandes precautions; qu’en des telles occafions P’inclina- 
tion d’une fille eft une chofe fans doute ou l’on doit avoir de 
egard; & que la grande inegalité d’age, d’humeur, & de 
fentimens, rend un mariage fujet 4 des accidens tres a all 
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THE REMONSTRANCE OF FOHN BULL, 


MR. EDITOR, 


“RATIFIED by the glorious facceffes which have re- 

cently diftinguifhed my brave people, and fo nobly 
made up to me the fuppofed deficiences attributed to thofe who 
only waited for an opportunity effectually to defeat a daring 
but deceived enemy, 1 have now leifure to Jook into matters 
of a more trifling import, and with to find my native language 
reftored to its original dignity, which of late, through aftecta- 
tion, or perhaps a more blameable motive, is not only dogre- 
nerated from its bold and nervous expret hon, but is confeffed- 
ly injured enough to owe for ne of its neanings to the afhitance 
of one that is fore eign, puerile, and inconf equent il, Compared 
to mine: nor do IL feel fxtisfied, while owing a fenfe of obli- 
gation toa race who are attempting, yet, ad, how vain ! to fub- 
vert my government, and annihilate the very exiltence of 
John Bull. Itis well known, and generally acknowledged, 
that my epithets, idioms, &c. are complete in their fignifica- 
tions; nay, that the Englifh tongue, although it cannot boatt 
the melody of the Italian, yields the palm to none, for energy 
and extenfivenefs. Why, then, the unneceflary hindrance 
(for, I am fure, they are not helps to us) of French terms ?— 
and why may not etiquette, denouément, eclairciffement, ton, and 
many others, refign up their claim to puzzle the plain and 
unlearned. It is true, fome authors are kind enough, when 
they give half pages of their favourite language, to refer us to 
a note below for a tranflation: and this equally proves their 
learning and good-nature, and our ignorance. I never view 
this tinfel drets of my own plain and unadorned tongue, but it 
reminds me of an ancient Briton ftrugeling under the impofition 
ofatawdry French garment, fuch at Jealt as was worn before 
flovenlinefs ufurped the place of finery. 

A few words more upon innovations of another defcription, 
which yet more nearly concerns John Bull, as they originare 
with my own defcendants, who ought to be fatisfied with a 
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language rendered famous ‘by the witters of our country. 
I am not adverting to the vocabulary of the v« ry vulgar ; : 
though when | hear of one being the rage, the sippy, and 
quizical, | find no reafon to praife the delicacy of fuch “expref- 
fions; nor are the terms dore, rew, &c. to abe quoted as ex- 
et ot purity even of ideas With impatience dees John 

l look forward to that period, when affected vulgarifms 
fhall be totally abolifhed, and when the elegant examples ot 
my fons of harmony, Ailton, Pope, Thomfon, and all the 
glorious train of Britith authors, tha Il be copied by thofe who 
are at prefent contented to render themfelves ridiculous, by 
being incomprehenfible, and their works become once again 
the {tandard of oratorical excellence. 


M. 


Joun Burt. 


a 
HOW TO ENJOY A MERRY CHRISTMAS. 


IR John Ramfea, in his “ Curistmas Caution,” ob- 
ferves, that, ‘* the weather is unufually cold at this 
aa and therefore go od fines, good eating, and good drink- 
ing are ungueflionably agreeable, and in fome meature necef- 
fary. Fuel is laid in for external warmth, and generous 
liquors for internal. The ox is fattening for flaughter; the 
poultry are put up to feed; the mutton, the venifon are alread 
hung, and minced meats are ina ftate of preparation. All 
thisis very right; all this very good. The bleffing brought 
by the feafon to the Chrittian world, might well render it a 
time for perpetual rejoicing,—a time of univerfal happinefs. 
But inftead of loadiag our tables, and our ftomachs, with un- 
whelclane variety of the richeft viands, let us be content 
with plain and nourishing food; and. with a quantity propor- 
tioned to our digeltive faculties ; and let us confider, while 
we are cheerfully and comfortably regaling, by a good fire, 
allured by luperiiuities, to excefs, W hether we have not fome 
poor but worthy, neighbours, who are expofed, half fed, and, 
pethaps, half naked too, to all the inclemency of the weather, 
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while their miferable little ones are fhivering around a few em- 
bers, deftitute even of the neceffaries of life. By our retrench- 
ments then let them be clothed, be comforted, and fed; 
and while their ftomachs become the depofitories of what 
would onlv tend to diforder our own, their grateful lips, too 
often very differently employed, will 4/:-/, at once, the /eafon, 
and their denefadors. We thall incalcate in our offspring 
the virtues of Chriftian charity and benevolence, inftead of 
the heathenith vices of intemperance and excels ; and we fhall 
thus fecure to ourfelves the health, as well as the approbation 
of our own bofoms, and be at once qualified and entitled to 
enjoy a * MERRY CHRISTMAS,’ 


me FSI 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE LADY’S MONTHLY MUSEUM, 


SIR, 


WYROFESSING myfelf a univerfal reader of new publica- 
Jk tions, it may neither be flattering to your vanity, nor 
conte es to your judgment, to hear that L have perufed 
the Lady’s Mufeum with a mixture of pleafure and applaufe ; 
and if the voluntary tribute of impartial praife could increafe 
the celebrity of a work generally admired, I fhould not con- 

ceal my real under the mafk of a Aitious name. 
Amongtt the variety of your female correfpondents, none 
re entitled to a larger portion of applaufe than the lady who 
appears under the inaafpicious and unfathionable character of 
an Old Woman ; and though | admire both her principles and 
opinions, yet I cannot refift the inclination | feel to intrude 
iny own upon the public notice, though they are in fome de- 
gree fimilar to them. I fhall not, Mr. Editor,. follow the exam- 
ple of your ancient correfpondent, by tracing the events of a 
life, only interefting to its poffeffor ; but fhall merely inform 
you, that a defire to promote both the intereft and happinefs. 
of your fair readers, is the actuating motive for this addrefs; 
and as I mean to caution them againft vice, as well as endea- 
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vour to incite them to the love of virtue, I fhall introduce my- 
felf to their acquaintance under the fictitious character of 


THE FEMALE MENTOR. 


Some of my readers may probably fuppofe, that, under 
this fage and formidable #it/e, 1 mean to afflume a dictatorial 
ftyle, and lay down rules for the direction of their conduct, 
with all the rigidity of a Spartan law-giver ; but, to prevent 
an impreflion fo unfavourable to my plan, permit me, Mr. 
Editor, to fay that, whilft I dire& the judyment, I hope to 
intereft the Aeart ; and whilft ] improve the underftanding, 1] 
fhafl endeavour to entertain the mind. 

In the moft remote ages of antiquity the learned and judici- 
ous were unanimoufly of opinion, that the greateft advantages 
were to be derived from the fabulous tales which were then 
invented for the inftruétion of the rifing generation ; and were 
convinced, that the application which the youthful mind natu- 
rally made to the moral of a fable was more likely to imprefs it 
with ideas of rectitude than the fageft precepts wifdom could 
invent. 

Though few of the opinions which prevailed in former 
times are likely to obtain credit in the prefent, yet the ad- 
vantage of indircé tuition is, even at this day, univerfally al- 
lowed ; and until the public feminaries difcard fictitious fto- 
ries, fables will retain their long deferved pre-eminence. 

From this eulogium on fi@itious authors, who have immor- 
talized their memory by their works, it may naturally be fup- 
pofed it is my intention to follow ape which meets my ap- 
probation, and, under the mafk of a fabled ftory, endeavour 
at once both to in{trucét and amufe your readers. But if the 
inferences which may be drawn from the moral of a fad/e are 
calculated to infpire the mind with a love of virtue, how 
much more likely to make a /afting impreffion mult be a rela- 
tion of fads, taken from real life, collected together for the 
gratifying purpofe of cautioning the unwary, counfelling the 
unprejudiced, and inftructing the unimproved. This, Mr. 
Editor, is a sketch of my plan ; and if it fhould fo far meet 
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with your approbation as to induce you to confider me as a re- 
gular correfpondent, I fhall take care to fupply you with fuch 
materials as are moit likely to enfure its Aee 
Iam, Sir, with approbation and efteem, 
Your obedient fervant, 
MeEnNTor. 





ON THE DANGER ATTENDING UNGUARDED FRIUCNDSHIP. 


FRIENDSHIP has fo frequently been painted as the 
moitt fublime and difinterefted of all pafhons, that any ateempt 
to lefien its importance, or detract from its celebrity, mult be 
confidered as the height of all prefumption. ‘Though I am 
one of its firmeft votaries, and have felt the warmth of its in- 
{piring beam, yet I have feen the moft fatal effeéts produced 
from the artful refemblance of this noble pafhon, and would 
therefore caution the unfufpecting again{t forming 4affy attach- 
ments. The firlt object with a parent or governeis, upon a 
young woman’s entrance into life, is to guard her againit the 
artful machinations of the other fex, without giving her the 
leaft caution again{t the danger which may be dreaded from 
her own, though they know that human nature is alike the 
fame, and that the fociety of an unprincipled woman ought to 
be as carefully avoided as the company of a /ibertine man. 

Young, artlefs, ingenuous, and unfufpecting, the beautiful 
Matilda Colville accidentally became acquainted with a cha- 
racter exadily the reverfe of her own, at a time of life when 
the heart, naturally inclined to tendernefs and affection, is 
eafily attracted by an appearance of regard. Matilda had the 
misfortune to lof the authors of her exiftence, even before 
the was capable of feeling the extent of her lofs, and, by a 
miftaken error in their judgment, became miltrefs of a fortune 
of eighteen thoufand pounds on the day the attained that age. 

The ill ftate of Mrs. Colville’s health, for fome years pre- 
vious to her deceafe, had rendered her incapable of fuperin- 
tending the education of her daughter; but the mortification 
fhe endured from this circum{tance was much ne - the 
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fudden refolution of a clergyman's widow, in the neighbour- 
hood (with whom fhe was in the habit of intimacy), deter- 
mining to take a large houfe, and open a feminary for young 
ladies. 

Under the proteétion of this amiable woman Matilda re- 
mained after the death of her parents, and, treated by her 
with maternal fondnefs, returned her tendernefs with filial 
efteem. ‘Though Mrs. Manfel had experienced a reverfe of 
fortune, yet fhe ftill retained her native dignity of mind ; and 
fo itrikingly engaging were both her perfon and manners, that 
her fociety was courted by families of the fir(t diftinétion; but, 
as fhe thought it her duty whoily to devote her time to the 
trult repofed in her, fhe feldom availed herfelf of their po- 
litenefs. 

As Mr. Colville had left Matilda wholly under the guard- 
ianfhip of her excellent inftructrefs, fhe found it neceffary, at 
the expiration of that period, to take a journey to London, 
for the purpofe of transferring part of the property from one 
fund into another more advantageous; and as her ward ex- 

refled a defire to refide in the metropolis, fhe was eafily per- 
faded to quit her country refidence, and, inftead of encum- 
bering herfelf with a large family, limit her pupils to a very 
{mall number. 

This alteration in Mrs. Manfel’s eftablithment produced a 
change in her way of life ; and inftead of confining herfelf to 
a domeftic circle, fhe frequently mixed in the Beau-monde, 
and the young ladies who were placed under her protection 
had as good an opportunity of being introduced into genteel 
fociety as if they were under the patronage of a perfon of the 
firlt diftinction. | 

Amongtt the variety of guefts who were admitted into Mrs. 
Manfel’s parties was a lady of the name of Benfon, who, 
from being filter to a man high in office, and of untarnifhed 
reputation, acquired a kind of borrowed luftre, which her 
own merits never could have obtained. Mrs. Benfon was the 
widow of a naval officer, and, by a wonderful proficiency in 
the art of flattery, endeavoured to infinuate herfelf into the 
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good opinion of thofe whofe rank or fortune were likely to 
give them confequence in the eyes of the world; and by this 
artful method of proceeding the contrived to fupport her own 
importance, 

Pleafing in perfon, clegant in manners, and peculiarly at- 
tractive in converfation, it was not furprifing that Matilda 
Colville fhould have been immediately prepofieffed in her fa- 
vour; and fo highly was the widow’s vanity gratified by an 
obfervance of this favourable impreflion, that fhe refolved to 
turn it to her own advantage, and, by paying her the mott 
flattering attention, fecure a regard fo eafily obtained. 

‘This intimacy, which daily increafed, foon became a fource 
of uneafinefs to Mrs. Manfcl, who, tenderly folicitous for 
her pupil’s happinefs, began to apprehend it might be endan- 
gered by the undue influence Mrs. Benfon had obtained over 
her. But as Matilda was entirely at her own difpofal, the 
was fearful of rendering her fociety difgufting, either by fre- 
quent admonition, or repeated caution ; and endeavoured ra- 
ther to fecure her affection by an increafed mode of tendernefs 
and regard, than to hazard its diminution, either by fufpi- 
cious coldnefs, or fevere reproof. 

As the advantage of Matilda’s fortune had been the 
magnet which attracted Mrs. Benfon’s kindnefs, whoever 
was likely to prevent her obtaining an afcendancy over it, was 
of courfe the object of her deteftation; and from the mo- 
ment fhe became acquainted with the unfufpicious girl, the 
refolved to weaken her attachment for the amiable Mrs. 
Manfel. . This refolution, though concealed with the moft 
complete artifice, fhe found the utmoft difficulty to accom- 
plith; butat length, by the aid of falfchood and injuttice, fhe 
had the complete fatisfaction of finding the had obtained: and 
Matilda, no longer preferring the fociety of her deferving 
friend, was eafily petfuaded to take up her abode with her 
pretended one. 

A fhort time previous to this alteration, Matilda had ac- 
cepted the addreffes of a young man of family, who, from be- 
diftantly related to Mrs. Manfel, had frequent opportuni- 
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ties of obferving the native fweetnefs of her character, and 
had only been prevented from declaring his «fection, by an 
appreheofion that fhe might imagine he was influenced by 
interefted motives; but the moment the death of his father 
put him into the poffefhon of a fortune more than equivalent 
to her’s, the barrier to hts wifhes was removed, and he had 
the happincfls of hearing the object of Ins tendernefs avow 
an equal partiality in his favour; yet it was in vain that he 
remonitrated againft her quitting the foltering care of her 
maternal protestrefs, or conjured her to crown his happinets 
by an immediate acceptance of his hand. A promife given 
to Mrs. Benfon of accompanying her to Bath was the reaion 
afligned for quitting the valuable Mrs. Manfel; and the altera- 
tions which were making in Mr. Onflow’s houfe was thought 
a fufficient excufe for her defire of poltponing the marriage 
until they were completed. 

The intimacy which fubfifted between Mrs. Benfon and 
Matilda was no lefs a fource of difquietude to her lover than 
her friend ; and the very idea of her placing herfelf under 
the protection of a woman, whom he neither liked nor could 
efteem, gave him the moft ferious concern: and if he could 
not prevent the evil that might refult from fuch an act of im- 
prudence, he refolved to caution her againft it; and in the 
moft tender and delicate manner he pointed out the neceflity 
there was for a young woman, fo peculiarly fituated, not 
only being circum{pe&t in her own net 19 but being remark- 
ably cautious in the felection of her friends. 

This proof of real tendernefs and anxious folicitude, inftead 
of increafing Matilda’s regard, was unfortunately the means of 
leffening it ; and inftead of receiving the caution as a mark of 
affeion, the confidered it as a fymptom of tyranny, and re- 
pented having entered into an engagement with a man, who 
even before marriage prefumed to lay down rules, under the 
expectation that fhe would follow them. 

Though Matilda had too much prudence to make her 
friend acquainted with Mr. Onflow’s real opinion of her, yet 
fhe had too large a fhare of penetration not to perceive that it 
was 
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was by no means favourable, and the refolved to be amply re- 
venged for the want of his efteem, by fecretly undermining 
him in the eftimation of Matilda. This tafk the performed 
with fo much {kill and addrefs, that in a very fhort time the 
had the happinefs of perceiving, that the too-credulous girl 
confidered him rather in the light of a fufpicious obferver than 
an attached lover, and received his attentions with a chilling 
coldnefs, fometimes abfolutely bordering upon contempt. 

No fooner had Matilda withdrawn herfelf from the protec- 
tion of her difinterefted friend than fhe became the dupe of her 
rnterefied one, who, by the artful fabrication of a well-told 
tale, obtained from her upwards of fifteen hundred pounds. 
Onflow, who had followed them to Bath, accidentally be- 
came acquainted with this circumftance ; but, too delicate to 
mention a pecuniary concern, he could only lament the fatal 
infatuation, and by the moft refined and tender attentions en- 
deavour to regain the affection he had loft. 

Surrounded by pleafure, diffipation, and vanity, the cha- 
racter of Matilda feemed entirely changed ; and inftead of the 
lively, artlefs, and ingenaous girl, which had attracted the 
affections of the amiable Onflow, he found he was devoting 
lis attentions to a being whom the world thought unworthy 
of them, whofe mind had been corrupted, and whofe heart 
was changed. Wretched at the difappointment of his own 
felicity, and trembling at the danger to which Matilda was 
expofed, he folicited the affiftance of the amiable Mrs. Man- 
fel to fave her from the gulf of impending ruin, and reftore 
her again to his affections before indifcretion had tarnifhed 
her unfullied fame, or the tongue of flander blafted her re- 
putation. : 

The ingratitude of Matilda to that deferving woman had 
feverely wounded and agonized her feelings; but the very 
idea of her lofing the regard of fo refpectable a man as On- 
flow filled her at once with terror and alarm, and fhe refolv- 
ed not to lofe a moment to prevent an evil of fuch magnitude. 
As the feared writing would anfwer but little purpofe, fhe 
ordered a carriage, and fet out for Bath. But judge how 
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fhamefully her folicitude was requited, when the unfortunate 
Onflow, in a ftate little inferior to diftraction, put the follow- 
ing letter into her hand—— 


se Sir, 
*« AS the confined mode of life which I led at Mrs. 


Manfel’s gave me few opportunities of knowing the world, it 
was very natural for me to be pleafed with the attentions of 
the only man who could obtain an intimacy in her family, or, 
in fact, whom /be wifhed fhould become the majfler of my 
Sortune. 





“ Thata change of circumfances fhould produce a 
change of /entiments, cannot {trike you as any thing extraordi- 
nary; or that | fhould prefer a man aétac hed to my friend, to 
one who would with to deprive me of her faciety- Mrs. Ben- 
fon has long known the Count Bianté, and her defeription of 
the {weetnefs of his temper gives me reafon to imagine, that, 
by my union with him, I fhall arrive at the fummit of human 
happinels. 

‘ That you, Sir, may meet with a woman whofe 

talle is sida congenial to your own, is the fincere wifh of 
* Your obedient humble fervant, 

“« Martitpa Biante.” 


Immediately after writing the above letter, the unfortunate 
Matilda quitted England, and refided in Italy with her un- 
principled friend and hufband, until the whole of her fortune 
was lavifhed away, and herfelf reduced to a ftate of indi- 
cence, 

A a 


FEOQDOR AND ALEXOWINA., 


A RUSSIAN TALE. 


N a lowly cottage, on the banks of the Irtifch, dwelt the 
venerable Schuvaloff, who mourned the lofs of the aged 
partner of his days; of his fons, who had been torn from 
him 





























LADY'S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 49 
_ nee ores — aes a 


him in the prime of youth by the tyrannic hand of power ; 
and the humble habitation in which he had treafured his 
little tore of comforts againit declining.age, which had been 
pillaged and burnt to the ground in an incurfion of the Tar- 
tars Yet one blefhing {till remained ; and for her fake alone 
he looked to the future with apprehenfion ;—this was the 
youthful Alexowina, the daughter of his eldeft fon, the com- 
mands of whofe lord had forced him from the arms of his 
wife; and prief for his lofs foon deprived the hopelefs infant 
of a mother. 

She had attained her fifteenth year; wild as the deer 
of her native regions, and pure as its {nows, when their 
Lord, Count Oitrovitz, for fome offence againit the ftate, 
was banifhed into Siberia, but received permiffion to take 
his peafants with him. Defpair at this event feized on Schu- 
valoff. Amidft all his misfortunes, the hope of yielding his 
breath on the eftate endeared to him by youthful remem- 
brances had been his folace; and the conflict of contending 
paflions brought on a fever. Alexowina was now the gentle 
nurfe, as fhe had been the fportive companion, of the good 
old man; but, feated in the mind, his diforder yielded net 
to her cares, and fhe determined on prefenting herfelf to the 
new Lord, and entreating him to purchafe them of Oftrovitz. 
She hailed the thought with rapture, and hatiening to the 
Caftle of Count Vladimir, rufhing into his prefence, and 
knelt before him. Her auburn hair floated in native ring- 
lets over her fhoulders, and fhaded a face which beamed 
with intelligence and animation; and in artlefs, but impreflive 
accents, fhe told her fimple tale of forrow. Feodor, his 
adopted fon, who was srehent with all the enthutiafm which 
fuffering beauty caufes, joined in her requeft. The Count 
fmiled at his fervour, praifed the filial piety of Alexowina, 
and permitted him to affare Schuvalof of his protection. 
Her heart was too full for utterance; fhe kiffed the hand 
of her benefactor, and eagerly returned to the cottage, follow- 
ed by Feodor, whofe feelings were again etivtetted by the 
gratitude of Schuvaloff, while Alexowina, by turns, wept and 
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danced around him, The health of her grandfather now 
{peedily returned, and with it her accuftomed gaiety. Feodor 
was her con{tant companion: the artlefs fimplicity of her 
manners, and her affectionate exprefhons of gratitude to him, 
had won his heart. During the fhort Rufhan fummer, they 
rambled together on the fhelving banks of the rapid Irtifch ; 
and in the feafon of {nows, he puided her acrofs the frozen 
defarts in his fledge till evening came; when feated around 
the ftove, he delighted to pour the tale of inftruction into 
her ear 

Thus rapidly and delightfully pafled the hours, till Count 
Viadimir bo ti to Feodor his intentions that he fhould 
travel ; butin vain did he look for his ufual grateful acqui- 
efcence to his will: convulfive fobs burft from his bofom ; 
he fell at his feet; owned his paflion for Alexowina; and 
while he dared not hope he weuld approve, conjured him 
not to fend him away. 

That the child of his friend, the fon of his adoption, 
fhould avow his affection for a peafant girl, furprifed and en- 
raged the Count; but he knew that love never liftened to 
the dictates of reafon; he therefore refolved to temporife; 
and, telling Feodor he would confider farther what he had 
been faying, determined to remove to a diftance the caufe of 
his fears. What were, then, the feelings of Schuvaloff, 
when he again faw his cottage entered by font, and himfelf 
and Alexowina carried away prifoners. 

The foul of Vladimir fpurned the idea of wanton cruelty ; 
and though what he deemed neceflity urged him to the banifh- 
ment of ochuvaloff, he refolved to foften the blow, by ex- 
plaining to him the caufe; and for this purpofe he entered 
the apartment in which they were confined. 

The good old man was funk into a peaceful flumber, 
while Alexowina was watching by his couch with anxious 
attention. When the Count entered, the fhrieked, and {tart- 
ed from her feat; the noife awoke him. The Count 
advanced to the couch; but what was her furprife, when, 
after gazing a few moments, he rufhed forwards, and—‘ Oh! 
my father !”? burft from his lips. 
4 t 
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It was indeed the eldeft fon of Schuvaloff, the father of 
Alexowina ; who, by his valour and the favour of his fove- 
reign, had attained the rank he now held. But, not unmind- 
tul of his parents, he had, at his firft advancement, fent a 
triend to enquire for them; from whom he learned, that they 
had been made captives, when their cottage was deftroyed : 
that affection for the fcenes of his youth had caufed him to 
purchafe that eftate, and on the fpot of his birth he had built 
a houfe, whither he meant to retire en the marriage of Feodor. 
Need I add, that, delighted to find in Alexowina a daughter 
worthy of the mother whom he had never ceafed to mourn, 
he joyfully confented to her union with the noble-minded 
Feodor, who was rejoiced to find in the choice of his heart 
the daughter of his benefactor; and peace and happinefs 
erowned an union, formed on the bafis of virtue. 


Windfor 1798. S. 
a 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE LADY’S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 
SIR, 


F the following articles, tranflated from Turkifh and 
Arabian manufcripts, that were in the late French King’s 
library, fhould be thought worthy of a place in your elegant 
and interefting Mifcellany, they are te at your fervice, 
Your conftant reader, 
ASIATICUS. 


EXTRAORDINARY INSTANCE OF JUSTICE PERFORMED 
BY THE SULTAN SANDJAR. 

THE Eaft has feen few Princes reign, fo renowned for 

equity as the Sultan Sandjar*, fon of Melckchahle Selgiucides, 





* Sandjar, the 6th Sultan ofthe eldeft branch of the Selgiucides: all the 
hiftorians fpeak highly of his courage, juftice, magnanimity, and bene- 
volence. The people he had governed, to teftify the love they bore 
him, continued for a whole year after his death, to publith his name in 
the mofques, as if he was ftill alive and reigning. He was firnamed the 
fecond Alexander. 
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as will appear by the following hiltory. The Sultan Sand- 
jar, after a bloody war, wherein he had given the moit 
(triking proofs of valour and ability, entered the city of Zalika 
in triumph, followed by his victorious army, and met by his 
people without the walls, to tetlity their joy for his fate re- 
turn. 

In the neighbourhood of this city was a cupola of a pro- 
digious height, fupported by forty marble columns. As the 
troops marched off at the foot of this dome, the fon of a 
poor dervich, the better to obferve them pafs along, was mount- 
ed upon the top of it. ‘The Sultan, pafling near this building, 
perceived fomething perched upon the very extremity, and 
imagining it to bea bird, had a mind, being expert with his bow, 
to fhew his dexterity to the people: He let fly an arrow 
with fo much force, that it reached the boy, and brought him 
headlong to the ground, covered with blood. What .was 
the aftonithment, or rather, what the forrow and defpair 
of the Prince, when he beheld the fhocking fpectacle! He 


mopedately quitted his horfe, and ihrowing himfelf wpon 
t 


the body of the youth, expreffed the deepeft grief. He fent 
directly for the child’s father, and, taking him by the hand, 
conveyed him to his tent, where he fhut himfelf up with 
the dervich alone: then taking a purfe of gold, and laying 
his naked fabre upon the fame table by it: ‘ You behold in 
me,’ faid he to the dervich, ‘ the murderer of your fon; 
[ might vindicate myfelf, by afluring you that I did not pre- 
meditately defipn to kill him; but my crime, by being in- 
voluntary, isnot the lefs afflictive to you, as it loads you with 
the heavieft calamity a father can falc you know the law ; 
if, agreeable to the liberty it gives, you permit me to commute 
for the blood of your unhappy fon, there is the gold; but if re- 
folved to enforce the wemott rigour of the law, you require blood 


“for blood, behold my fabre, take away my life: I have taken the 


precaution, that you may have nothing to fear in quitting my 
tent.’ ¢ Ah! my lord,’ cried the dervich, flinging himfelf at the 
Monarch’s feet, ‘ if you are above the reft of mankind in 
dignity, you yet fuipith them more in equity. God on 
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that I. fhould raife a facrilegious hand againft my Prince, 
who is the life and foul of his kingdom: my unfortunate fon 
has undergone the melancholy lot written from the beginning 
of time in the book of deftinyt ; your Majefty is not guilty of 
his death ; far from receiving the price of it, I fhould efteem 
myfelf happy, if, by the facrifice of my own life, ] could pre- 
ferve that of a Prince, good and equitable as your Majelty.’ 
¢ Your difintereftednefs,” anfwered the Sultan, in aftonith- 
ment, * merits reward, aad I appoint you Governor of the 
city of Zalika. Men who Carpets others in noble featiments, 
are born to command them.’ 








REMARKABLE GENEROSITY IN AN EGYPTIAN. 

A ConrraGration having reduced to afhes one of the 
principal mofques of Cairo, the Muflulmans imputed this 
calamity to the hatred of the Chriftians, and, without ex- 
amining whether fuch an accufation was well founded or not, 
feveral young people ran to the quarter inhabited by the 
Chriftians, and fet fire to it by way of reprifal. 

Such an outrage deferved the fevereft punifhment: the 
Governor caufed the perpetrators to be apprehended ; but as 
the number was very great, he could not refolve to doom to 
death fo many young perfons, who were hurried into this ex- 
cefs more by paffion than malice. 

As many lots were thrown into an urn as amounted to the 
number of the culprits: fome few of thefe were marked, 


. 





me 


+ The Muffulmans believe, that the fate of all menis written in a 
book with indelible eharacters, which they call the book of deftinies. 
To reconcile the doctrine of predeftination with free will, Hufein Vaiz, 
one of their moft famous Doctors, fays, That after we have made an 
improper ufe of our liberty, we lofe the power of performing fuch good 
actions as we wilh: he compares our liberty to a bridle held in the rider's 
hand, by means whereof he turns to the right and left, as he pleafes; 
but he no fooner lets go the reins, than his horfe runs away with him 
and follows his natural impetuofity. The Arabian proverb upon fate is, 
That when God will execute his refolution, the fagacity of the wifett 
men is fufpended, till his decrees are accomplifhed. A Turkifh Poet 
thus expreties himfelf upon this fubject: * Whenthe almighty power of 
God has launched the arrows of his decree, there is no other thield that 
can ward off the blow, but obedience to his will.’ 
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death; and all the others condemned the drawers to the 
correction only of rods. 

When they had all drawn their lots out of the fatal urn, 
one of thofe deftined to death, cried out in a tranfport of 
grief, “* I do not regret the lofs of life, but how will my pa- 
rents, overwhelmed with forrow, and reduced to the preatett 
mifery, be able to live without my afhitance.” 

One of thofe that had efcaped death, replied to him that 
was lamenting his fate, * Friend, I have neither father nor 
mother; my hie is of no ufeto any on; give me your lot, 
and take mine.’ The furprizing facrifice excited the ad- 
miration of every one prefent, and the governor, who was foon 
informed of it, pardoned both the criminals. 





THE CRUEL JEALOUSY OF AN ARAB OF THE DESERT. 


AN Arab of the Defert became violently enamoured of a 
Ps woman, who was not of his tribe. The law abfolute- 


y forbad fuch an alliance, but his con{tancy and the ardour of 
his pafion furmounted this obftacle. As he was richer than 
her he was in love with, the parents of the woman obtained 
leaveto fupercede the general pogo the lover became happy, 
if happinefs can exift in a breaft tormented with jealoufy. 

The hufband foon difcovered that he had a potent rival ; 
difcontented love, fo much refembling hatred, perfuaded him 
to banifh both himfelf and wife tothe inmoft receffes of the 
defert. He fet out with her, and after a journey of feveral 
days, he chofe for his refidence a place the more agreeable 
to his eyes, as it was perfe@ly folitary, and far remote from 
any habitation. , 

Scarce had he pitched his tent, under which was repofing 
that wife who caufed him fo much pleafure and fo much pain, 
when he perceived at a diftance three men on horfeback, and 
among them his rival: inflamed with anger he attacked the 
foremoft, in fpite of the inequality of numbers, and was foon 
wounded in bversi laces. In felling his life dearly, he had 
wounded his rival alfo ; and while his friends were afhilting 
hum, the furious Arab crept into his tent: his wife flying ~ 
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his relief; * Die with me,’ faid he, fixing his eyes full of 
love and fury on her, ‘rather than become the prey of an 
infamous robber.’ At thefe words, he plunged his dagger in- 
to her breaft: their blood mingling together flowed profufely 
around, and they expired at the fame time, in fight of the 
ravifher, who reaped no fruit, but his wounds, from his crimi- 
nal enterprize. 








a — 
TO THE PROPRIETORS OF THE LADY’S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 


GENTLEMEN, 


AVING had fome experience in teaching the moft fa- 
fhionable works, as well as the domettic economy of 
a family, to fome young ladies in fuperior fituations, I thal 
be happy to lag Gd a leifure hour in communicating what lit- 
tle knowledge I have attained, for the amufement and inftruc- 
tion of your fair readers, under the title of The School of Arts. 
Such queries as % of your correfpondents may propofe, I 
fhall be happy to aniwer, if in my power; and you may de- 
end upon it, that if my plan meets your approbation, though 
ta unknown to you, while I enjoy th and life, you 
fhall fuffer no difappointment from Ww. bD. 


SCHOOL of ARTS. 


NO. I. 


TO DYE STRAW OF DIFFERENT COLOURS, 
Straw being now very much ufed, both as an article of 
drefs, and in fancy work, the following eafy and cheap me- 
thod of dying it may not be unacceptable. , 


To Dye Straw 7 a beautiful Yellow. 

Take the largeft and perfect barley ftraws, cut them 
into proper lengths, and boil them in fome food clear LYk ; 
to which add as many French berries as will bring them to 
the colour defired. When taken out, put them in cold wa- 
ter for a few minutes, and then fet them in a warm place to 
dry. ; 
"To dye Straw Red, ule brazil, as above; for Blues, lit- 
mos ; and for Greens, firft dye blue, and then give a boif in 


the ycllow. [ To be continued. } 
THEATRI- 
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THEATRICALS. 
Nov. ie Baie. Caftle Spe@re, at Drury Lane, introduced 
a Mr. Cory to the ftage, in the character of 
Reginald. Mr. Cory was cotemporary with Mr. Holman in 
the celebrated plays at Soho Square Academy, and poffeffes 
a fine deep-toned voice, which, if properly regulated, will be 
capable of almoft any thing. He delivered many paflages in 
a manner peculiarly folema and impreflive; and his fituations 
were chofen with confiderable fill and knowledge of ftage 
effet. He has fince played Euffache de St. Pierre in The 
Surrender of Calais, and with confiderable applaufe. 

Nov. 23° At Covent Garden, a new farce, by Mr. Dib- 
din, jun. was introduced for the firft time, called Tue Jew 
AND THE Doctor. The dialogue abounds with wit and 
humour ; the ferious incidents are highly interefting, and the 
lighter fcenes mirthful in the extreme. In fhort, a farce 
more deferving of public approbation has not appeared for 
fome years. 

Nov. 28. A Miss Mortn1, who, under the patronage 
of Mrs. Jordan, appeared one evening laft feafon as Peggy in 
the Coantry Girl, was re(tored to the boards of Drury in the 
character of Little Pickle, which the fuftained very agreeably, 
and was much applauded. 

Nov. 29. The Beggar’s Opera introduced a MissStevens, 
for the firft time on any ftage, in the character of Polly. This 
lady acquitted herfelf, both in finging and ating, in a man- 
ner that will make her a valuable acquilition, particularly in 
the vocal department of the theatre. 

Dec. 5. A new comedy, by Mr. Cumberland, called A 
Worp ror Nature, was prefented for the firft time at 
Drury Lane Theatre. Like all the productions of this author, 
the ap exercifes the benevolent affections, and impreffes 
the heart with emotions of fenfibility. The fentiments are 











‘elegant and claflical, and in many inftances are happily re- 


lieved by pleafing equivoque and fprightly repartee. But, on 
the other hand, it has neither originality of character, ftrik- 
ing incident, nor artful conitruction of fable, to create fuffi- 
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cient intereft im an audience. After a run of five nights it 
was difcontinued, and has probably been withdrawn. 

Dec. 8. Mr. Reynolds produced a new comedy at Covent 
Garden, under the eomibag title of LauGu wHen you 
Can, which was received with general applaufe. 

It is lively, entertaining, and productive of much comic 
effect. Like the other pieces of Mr. Reynolds, it abounds 
in aptnefs of repartee, eccentricity of humour, and light fa- 
tire on the foibles of the day. This comedy has been many 
inom fince performed, and {till continues to attract crowded 
houfes. 

The fame evening the Orgra feafon.commenced, at the 
King’s Theatre in the Haymarket, with a new ferious opera, 
called Meponts, the mufic chiefly by Sarti. The dances 
were Peggy’s Love and Ariadne et Bacchus, and the whole 
performance went off with great eclat. 

Dec. 11. Pe are, called Ausear oe Pinoe 
LAIDE$ Of, iim of Conflancy, was ented for the 
firft time at Covent red Theatre. 2 

This ts an alteration by Mr. Codd of a piece from the Ger- 
man, lately introduced, under the title of The Captive of Spil- 
berg, at Drury Lane. The t, however, is very differ- 
ently conftruéted, and the united advantages of inte- 
refting pathos, mufic (by Steibelt and Attwood) of diftin- 

uifhed merit, beautiful fcenery, fplendid decoration, and 
fprightl dance. The overture is accompanied by action, a 
circum{tance, we believe, new to the Englifh ftage ; and the 
performance altogether promifes a fuccefsful harveft to the 
manager, author, and com 

Mr. Henry Johnfton from Edinburgh, and Mrs. Johnfon 
from America, exhibited talents of a very fuperior kind, and 
juftly called down the unanimous plaudits of the Houfe. 

Dec. 15. At Covent Garden, a Ma. Turner (under- 
ftood to be a Barrifter or Special Pleader in the Temple) 
made his firft appearance on any ftage in the arduous charac- 
ter of Macbeth. We thall only obferve, that ‘his fuccefs was 
not fuch as to encourage this gentleman to refume the robes 
of the Thane of Cawdor, 
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LORD 


AIGRETTE. 


NELSON’S 





rN 

i HE prefixed is an exaét reprefentation of the fuperb 
Diamond Aigrette (called a Chelengk, or Plume of Triumph) 
taken from the Imperial Turban, and fent by the Grand 
Signor, among other prefents, to Admiral Lord Nelfon, as 
a compliment after his victory off the Nile. 


In all probability, after the gallant Admiral has appeared 
at Court, it will become a fafhionable article with the Ladies, 
—The large ftar in the centre, by means of fome mechanifm 
behind it, is kept continually turning round, which produces 
a moft brilliant effect. 


A Pelife of fable fur, of the firft quality, accompanied the 
above prefent to the noble Conqueror. 


CABINET 
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CABINET OF FASHION, 


Witl 


ELEGANT COLOURED ENGRAVINGS. 


FULL DRESS. 


Firft Figure. Round gown of white muflin, with chemife 
body and fleeves, {traight collar and ruff; a veft of purple fa- 
tin or velvet, with a border of pink fatin, fupported by a gold 
chain, and laced in front with the fame round two rows of 
pearl buttons, having a bow and taffels at the bottom. Cap 
of purple fatin or velvet, with croffings of pink muflin, the 

int of which terminates in front, edged with gold fringe : 
the whole interlaced with a gold chain, having a bow and 
taflels on the left fide. White or grey gloves, and purple 
fhoes. 

Second Figure. The Caballote: a round drefs, fufpended 
on the left fide; gathered round the breaft, fhoulders, and 
back of the neck, and trimmed with a broad border of crim- 
fon velvet. Cap of white fatin, radiated and bound with 
crimfon velvet, with a kerchief of light blue muflin. White 
gloves, and crimfon velvet fhoes trimmed with light blue. 


MORNING DRESS. 


Firft Figure. Cloak of purple velvet, trimmed with a puf- 
fing of light blue fatin. Bonnet, black or purple velvet, with 
rows of light blue mbbon and blue feathers. 

Second Figure. Scarlet cloak, with cape and clofe collar, 
trimmed with fur. Norwich fhawl, with a border of flowers 
on a ground of white filk. Round cap of fur, with a nar- 
row rim in front. Grey or buff-coloured gloves, fcarlet 


thoes, and béar muff. 


N. B. The Pelife of dove-coloured filk, lined with yel- 
low, and tied to the waift with a yellow ribbon, promifes to 
be very fafhionable, Spencers being now very little worn. 
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REVIEW OF FEMALE LITERATURE. 


The Britifo Tourifts, or Travellers’ Pocket Companion through 
England, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. Comprehending the 
moft celebrated Tours in the Britifb Iflands. By William 
Marvor, L. L. D. 


F this laborious and voluminous abridger, the atility of 

his various performances and the fpecific merit difplay- 

ed in the execution of them, we have already freely recorded 
our opinion *. And in none of thofe views we thought his 
compend of voyages and travels commendable; can we 
now withhold our approbation from this well compacted ab- 
{tract of the tours performed at different times, and by indi- 
viduals of very difimilar talents, through the ifland of Great 
Britain and thofe adjacent. He has endeavoured, with much 
propriety, to render this part of his work a kind of vade me- 
cum, or chart, for the benefit. of future travellers, and he has 
judicioufly enough, for their accommodation, been as correct 
as pofible in his topographical ftatements. ‘ He has perfon- 
ally, as he tells us, vifited a confiderable number of the {cenes 
which fell under his review ; and has taken the liberty to cor- 
rect occafional overfights in his guides, or where new lights 
have been thrown on the fubje&, to avail himfelf of them 
from every fource he could command.” We are forsy this 
maxim, which, indeed, ought to be a fundamental one with all 
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revifers or abridgers of local hiftory, at leaft, is ever loft fight of 
in any part of the work before us. We need not hint to Dr. 
Mavor, that the face of the country, in many parts of Scotland, 
has been much changed by late improvements, and that fince 
176g, when the late Mr. a * made his firft tour, the al- 
terations introduced by agriculture are incredible. Many of the 
falmon fitheries, particularly, now double what they produced 
then. An attention to thefe advancesin the ufeful arts by our in- 
genious countrymen, on that part of the ifland, would have fur- 
nifhed the people of this with a fund of fubftantial information. 
The Doétor, however, has done much which deferves praife ; it 
were defirable he had done more, and it would ill become us 
to blame him for not doing all. His volumes will be eagerly 
read by all who with to be acquainted with their native ad 
and few readers are not deeply interefted in fome fpecific fitua- 
tions. By thefe means the work is likely to be very popular, 
and it will not leffen its circulation, that its fize and price are 
accommodating, its {tyle perfpicuous, and its matter intere(t- 
ings Of the ornamental part of the work the Doctor fays, “ It 
has been judged more expedient and beneficial to extend the 
quantity of letter-prefs, and to give accurate coloured maps, 
than to pleafe the eye alone by lefs ufeful embellithments. 
Almoft all the antiquities and picturefque f{cenes of this coun- 
try have fallen under the graver or the pencil. A few plates 
would, at leaft, have difplayed poverty, or diftracted the 
chain in feleétion; and a number could not be expected in a 
work where cheapnefs and utility were the principal objects 
to be regarded. 





Melody the Soul of Mufic. An Effay towards the improvement 
of the Mufical Art. With an Appendix, containing Account 


of an Invention, 5. 6d. 


‘1 HIS is a laudable and bold attempt, to refcue the me- 
lody of fweet founds frona that difcordant mixture of the vio- 





* He died this month, 


lent 





























LADY’S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 63 





lent and harfh, we owe to modern refinement, but which is 
here exploded as barbarous and intolerable. Without pre- 
tending to decide on a queltion to which we are not compe- 
tent, we fhall only fay, our author writes like a man who un- 
derftands the fubject, that he takes a {trong fide in the matter 
at fue, and that the reafons he fugge(ts, in fupport of his 
opinion, are well conceived and forcibly pat. An argument 
thus cogent, in which fome very energetic appeals are made 
to the fineft fenfibilities in our nature, challenges the attention 
of all the adepts in the art, and is not to be lightly difmiffed 
as irrelevant or inapt, becaufe it may clafh with the rage of 
fafhion, the tafte of fome favourite performers, or the 1 

rious mandate of es preference. It invites to difcufton 
on principles of perfect fairnefs and liberality, and the fcience 
itfelf is hkely to be a gainer by the iflue. And though we 
take no part in the difpute whatever, we cannot help remarking, 
there is more of acrimonyand prejudice than either candour or 
ae in the fuggeition that the pamphlet, becaufe pub- 
ifhed in Scotland, 1s an apology for the fimplicity of the 
Scotch mufic, that it originates in an invidious jealoufy of the 
fuccefs attending the preference given to the Italian, and that 
Handel and other celebrated compofers were of a different 
opinion. <All this is dogmatifm, not reafon; and while our 
author’s theory is only oppofed by fuch weapons, it has no- 
thing to fear, and he who pleads for it, with fo much ele- 
gance and ftrength of reafon, will be fure to keep the field in 
triuinph. | 

a 


The Natural Hiflory of the Year; being an enlargement of 
Dr. Aikin’s Calendar of Nature. By Arthur Aikin. 35. 6d, 


THIS book exhibits the curious fpectacle of the fon,af- 
fuming the ideas of his father, and improving them, T'o fol 
low up the family pi€ture, thus modeftly obtruded on the pub- 
lic notice, the labours of the fon are affectionately and relpedct- 
fully dedicated to the father. ee this may be well enough 
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ia private life, and among a feleét circle of friends ; but what 
have thefe attentions, however dutiful and becoming in do- 
meitic fequettration, to do with the interefts of literature or 
the difeuiion of knowledge. We do not with to be faftidi- 
ous; but confefs, honeftly, thefe preliminaries, to us, at leaft, 
are not prepoffefling. What follows, however, merited a 
better introduction, as under the feveral months of the year 
we find a variety of judicious and ufeful obfervations. The 
Natural Hiltory of the Year, or Calendar of Nature, con- 
tains a feries f important intimations. From the oddity we 
remparked in the manufacture, or partnerfhip in the undertak- 
ang, the refpectability of the name alone prevented our con- 
cludiog fome pepbiee at the bottom of fo much pretenfion. 
But inftead of meeting, as we prematurely apprehended, a 
few brief and tranfitory gleanings from mere elementary -trea- 
tifes of geography, or fuch taldeesion as may be gathered 
from old Almanacks, we have here much fcience, and nota 
little philofophical difcufion. Of aftronomy, hydroftaticks, 
geometry, geography, chemiftry, phyfiology, botany, agrical- 
ture, Kc. he gives fome elaborate and beautiful fpecimens. 
The aim and defign of the whole is thus completely {pecified 
in an advertifement that precedes the work. “ The favour 
of the public having conducted The Calendar of Nature 
through three editions, the prefent editor thought that he 
fhould be performing no unacceptable office in making fuch 
additions to it, as modero difcoveries in natural hiltory have 
afforded. By the infertion of fome new articles, from avu- 
thors of the beft credit, and the occafional enlargement of 
fome of the old ones, it was his intention to compofe a hif- 
at of the yearly operations of nature, if not perfect, yet, at 
, as far as it went, correct. For this purpofe recourfe has 
been had to Mr. Pennant’s valuable Zoological Works, to Bo- 
mari’s Dictionary of Natural Hiftory, and to the admirable 
Natural Hiftory of Sclborne, by the late Mr. White. Other 
writers have been occafionally confulted, and a few circum- 
ftances have been inferted, for which the editor is himfelf 
perfonally anfwerable. How far this edition is worthy of no- 
tice, 
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tice, it remains for that public to whom it is now offered to 
determine. 


Studies of Nature, tranflated from the French of James Henry 
Bernardin De Saint Pierre. In three Volumes, il. 1s. 


NOTWITHSTANDING the fecundity of the Gallic 
prefs,and the romantic eccentricity which has long diftinguish- 
ed the literary genius of that valuable people, no production 
equal to the prefent has iffued from it fince the days of the 
celebrated John James Roufleau. In truth, the ill ftared 
citizen of Geneva was not more lively, philofphical, or per- 
haps philanthropic, than the author of thefe studies. The 
route he chalks out for himfelf is all his own, at once bold 
and comprehenfive, but modeft and pious, He infpeds 
every fubjeét, that falls in his way, with no falfe or borrowed 
organs, and propofes, with exemplary hamility, his own un- 
adulterated conceptions, as honeitly refulting from the telti- 
mony of his own fenfes He feldom fails, even in his lofty 
excurfions, either in {cience or the application of it He 
always poffeffes light enough to carry him fafely and honour- 
ably through the darkeft part of his path, and on no occar 
fion does he appear eafily diverted from his courfe by the 
difficulties that occur. From no curfory perufal of his va- 
Juable labours, he feems, in our opinion, to have no aim but 
truth, no predilection but piety, and no rules for the guidance 
of his enquiries but reafon — experience. Indeed, were he 
no more than a mere fabricator of fyftem, or the infatuated 
dupe of paradox, like many of his proudeft arty 
the general drift of all his inveftigation and difcufion is fo 
perfectly accordant with the pureft convictions of the belt 
and greateft minds, and the moft authentic popular opinions, 
that any difference we might have indulged with him, even 
then mult have been with regret. Indeed, through the 
whole of his herculean tafk, he aflumes as little, and concedes 
as much as can be expected <a one who uniformly a 
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independence of thought. Though many of the moft intri- 
cate problems, both in fcience and philofophy, interrupt his 
march through Nature's multifarious mechamifm, his conclu- 
fions are no where founded on arbitrary dogma, but gene- 
rally calculated rather to folicit than preclude enquiry. 
Both in his feleétions and fentiments he difplays, for the mott 
part, the happieft judgment and the moft bnilliant imagina- 
tion. With a vigorous and expanfive genius, he connects a 
copious fund of facred and well-digetted intelligence. His 
tafte 1s every where elegant and correé&, his memory rich 
and {pontaneous, and his faculty of communication, like a 
clear and rapid current, flows in a perpetual {tream of lively 
and perfpicuous eloquence. The luxuriance of Nature, in 
all her variety of forms and productions, prefents him with 
juft fuch a group of matter, and animation, as he feems capa- 
citated to contemplate and picture. He feems, indeed, as 
much sdcdinglitheed, as the haman intelle€&t, amidft all its in- 
herent and acquired imperfections, can well be, for doing am- 
ple juftice to every fcene, objet, and circumftance fhe im- 
preffed on his Gentes. His talents for defcription is original 
ahd mafterly, and, connected with the happieft aptitude ima- 
ginable for rational obfervation and critical remark, affords 
his readers a liberal fund of chafte entertainment. We {peak of 
the work, and its author, in an Englifh verfion, fo perfeély 
vernacular, as even to pafs, with fuch as know them not in 
the original, for a publication compofed in our own language. 
Though we have, doubtlefs, feen better engravings than the 
plates in thefe volumes, they are, at leaft, appropriate and oc- 
cafionally explanatory. + ie thefe ornaments, though not 
in the firft ftyle, the fize of the volumes, the excellence of 
paper, and the neatnefs of the letter-prefs, not to mention the 
ntrinfic value of the work, we confider it as one of the cheap- 
eft books publifhed in our language for years. 


NR are 


Poems Sacred and Moral. By Thomas Gifborne. 4s. 


THESE are the productions of a prolific author, to whofe 
genius and induftry the female world are under peculiar obli- 
gations. 
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gations. His turn is delicate and moral, not light and fenti- 
mental, ‘The charatteriftic of his writings, poetry as well as 
profe, is gravity and fententioufnefs. In thele the gentleman 
feems ablorbed in the fcholar, the author in the critic, and 
the citizenin the prieft. In every thing he does the precep» 
tor is more perceivable than the friend, the profefion than 
the man. e has lefs of genius than tafte, and of art than 
nature. His compofition abounds, notwith{tanding, with af- 
pects of a {trong and well cultivated mind; but a mind, in our 
opinion, better calculated for philofophical difcufhon than 
poetical excurfion, Indeed, his povtry is little more, at beft, 
than a fort of meafured profe ; but profe every where enrich- 
ed with juft thinking, accurate difcrimination between the 
mott delicate fhades of truth and error, and an inviolable at- 
tachment to the claims of right, of virtue, and of innocence. 
The dignity of real worth is rarely afferted with more inde- 
pendence, or ina tone more elevated and decifive, than by 
this writer. This is the diftindtive ftyle he affumes, and it 
perfectly reconciles us to a ftarchoefs that might otherwife 
difguft. For though he never once condefcends to enliven 
his mufe with the leaft tin@ure of pleafantry, or relax into a 
fingle flahh of wit or good humour, he is always the friend 
and advocate of the weak and oppreffed, and, in every fitua- 
tion of human perplexity and trial, urges the beft advice, by 
arguments the moit forcible. His wa/ks ina foref {trikingly 
exemplify this charaéter; and in thefe we conceive the author 
much more at home than in the poems betore us. If there be 
any vein for the pleafures of a in his genius. d/ank 
verfe, not rhyme, we Drs to fay, is the proper medium of 
its conveyance. His ftrains are not plaintive enough for elegy, 
fufficiently {prightly and bold for lytic, duly feafoned with 
humour for the fportive graces of familiar correfpondence, or 
in fuch perfea vane of our language, tn all its flexions, 
as to capacitate him for the lighter fpecies of eafy entertain- 
ing verfification. But he paffes refources which abundantly 
compenfate for thefe deficiencies. While he profecutes the 
moralities of life) and maintains that vigorous fenfe of de- 
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cency, on which the fubordination and happineds of fociety 
re{t, he walks in a line where he can have few competitors, 
And he may the lefs regret his incapacity to trifle, that na- 
ture and cultivation enable him to act a part fo much more 
becoming and refpectable. As a fpecimen of his verfe, we 
prefent our readers with a brief quotation from his Elegy to 
the memory of the late Rev. William ro which has more 
of the true promethean fire, or poetical infpiration, perhaps, 
than any other piece in this colleétion: 





Hence Pagan dreams! I mourn a Chriftian dead : 
Avaunt! a Chriftian friend a Chrittian weeps : 
Hence, fabled gods, of doubt and folly bred ! 
Here (’twas his loftieft praife) a Chriflian fleeps. 


Shall the pale meteor, whofe illufive light 

Through Bos and darknefs gleam’d on Gentiles’ eyes, 
Survive the reign of antiquated night, 

To claim the empire of meridian fkies. 

Hence Pagan dreams! too oft poetic youth, 

Jn Grecian robe, hath (talk’d on Britith plains, 


With hackney'd fiction deck’d the fong of truth, 
And prane’d with treedom’s air in clafic chains. 


O’er Mafon’s grave let nobler forrows flow ; 

O’er Mafon’s grave let nobler themes afcend ; 
Themes, that nor fhame the head that refls below, 
Nor him who mourns, but mourns in hope, the friend. 


Better by fancy, if the robe be plann’d 
That wraps the poet in fepulchral ftate, 
In Britifh loom the pare woof explain’d, 
With British hues the flowery verge dilate. 


Yes, there are native flowers to Mafon dear ; 

By Mafon nurs’d, that fairer tints might yield, 
Than thofe, the vaunted glory of the year, 
Purloin’d from Latian or Achaian field, 
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Yes, with ideal honours richett meed, 

The Bard’s creative fancy wouldft thou grace, 
Unfurl thy eagle wing, to Mona {peed, 

Her haunted rocks, her wizard caverns trace. 


ne P 


Lovers Vows. A Play in five Aas, pofernins at the Thed- 
tre Royal, Covent Garden. From the German of Kotacbue. 
By Mrs. Inchbald. Second Edition, 28. 


THIS performance is not entitled a Comedy, but a Play, 
and with perfe&t propriety; for it is throughout more ferious 
than gay, and p/ays with our grave, not with our pleafant 
pafhons. We have not feen it reprefented ; but as report 
{peaks loudly of its flattering reception, no critique of ours 
can much affect it; and both from its numerous clafs of 
female readers, and the female agency by which it comes be- 
fore us in its prefent fhape, it has fome claim on our atten» 
tion. Of the tranflauon we pretend not to judge; but 
the manufactory it underwent is pompoufly enough de- 
fcribed in the fecond paragraph of the preface. And whe- 
ther the compofition be better or worfe for the alteration, 
improved or deformed, they only can determine who know 
the original. What it has gained in point it may have loft 
in fim Ticity, and we may be forgiven fufpecting, from innu- 
merable precedents in the hiftory of the I nglifh drama, that 
the rules by which it is fafhioned to the palate of a London 
audience are rather drawn from art. than nature. But if the 
ta(te of our theatres be the thermometer to that of the public, 
the extreme popularity of this drama is a ftriking initance of 
our barbarifm. What is the fimple fa&? A man of rank, 
of fafhion, and of property, debauches a young woman ina 
dependant condition, under his own paternal roof, turning her 
adrift on the wide world, and abandons her and the illegiti- 
mate ‘ruit of his lawlefs indulgence to ftarve. Nor is he roufed 
from this criminal {tate of apathy until his fon arrives to man- 
hood, and rendered defperate by the famifhing condition of 
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his mother, for her relief, is under the neceflity of threatening 
his father’s life. ‘To accommodate this monitrous fiction to 
the talte of the town, who can but obferve what a motley 
group of anomalies disfigure this {fcenic reprefentation This 
great man, formed with a laudable dath of ariftocracy, ac- 
cording to the prefent rage, is alfo diftinguifhed by fuch a quan- 
tum of gallantry as becomes his elevated {phere in life. He 
has alfo juit as much confcience as enables him to cant and put 
him ona par with other fathionable hypocrites. He is a rake, 
but would likewife be a faint. And the reformation of the 
{tage cannot certainly be very diftant, when its heroes and 
heroines are taken from the purlieus of the tabernacle. 
But how is this mafked Tartuffe detefted and brought to ac- 
count? The addrefs of the author, for this purpofe, is a 
pitiful mixture of pantomime and buffoonery. His ma- 
chinery employs a ruffian made penitent by compulfion ; a 
woman, as ufual, the dupe and victim of fy{tematic treachery, 
atoning for loft innocence, by infamy, want, and difeafe ; a 
young man perfeétly unimpeached and unimpeachable by a 
fingle crime or frailty, reduced to fuch extremity as involves 
bim both in robbery and parricide ; a publican, in the exercife 
of an hone(t and ufeful vocation, transformed into a favage; and 
an old crazy butler, actually ftaggering with literary inebriety, 
Jampooning a flafhy, unprincipled coxcomb, habituated, as he 
is, to lead the fafhion, and fhine in the the higheit circles as 
a ftar of the firft magnitude. Thefe are the perfonages 
which conititute this popular drama. But what muft their 
tafte be who lend their fuffrage to fuch a farrago, and are 
pleafed with the delineations of faculties fo funk and vitiated ? 
4\fter this let us no more hear of the purity of our talte, or 
the morality of our theatres, the leflons, either of good man- 
ners or common decency, to be drawn from that fchool. In 
what in{tance caa the levelling fy{tem, fo properly and uni- 
verfally decried and run down, be more forcibly exemplified, 
than by one of patrician dignity {tooping to the feduction of 
a poor, defencelefs dependant, and i leaving her to milery 
and mifchance for many years, thus dragooned by her fon to 
make 
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make her his wife? Is not this fraught with encouragement for 
fervant girls to intrigue with their matters? Can our youth 
witnels the developement of a {tory more adapted to fire their 
paflions, and {educe their rifing affections from the love ot ho- 
neity and truth?) Have not the paths of illicit pleafures fuf- 
ficient attractions in their own nature, without the aid of art, 
of talent, and of dramaticexhibition, for mifleading to irretriev- 
able ruin both old and young? In thort, with all our refpeé& 
for genius, and particularly that of the accomplithed tranflator 
of this drama, we cannot help confidering it as a decifive 
proof, that our theatres are, in their very nature and conttitu- 
tion, immoral, as no production really pure, anfwer their end, 
and as whatever is calculated to juccecd there, mult, for that 
purpofe, be more or leds vitiated. 





A Narrative of the Sufferings and Efcape of Charles Fack/on, 
late refident at Wexford in Ireland; including an Account, by 
way of Journal, of feveral barbarous Atrocities committed in 
Fune, 1798, by the Trifh Releis in that Town, while it was 
in their Poffe(fion ; to the greater part of which he was an 
Eye Witne/s. Second Edition, is. 6d. 


OF all the pictures yet produced of the late Irith rebel- 
lion, this, in our opinion, is the ftrongeft and moft thocking, 
In the detail of individual fuffering, we here perceive the ag- 
grivated horrors which muft then have raged in that diftraét. 
ed country. Much of the narrative has been given to the pub- 
lic fuccefhvely in the diurnal prints. But whoever with to 
fofter the recollection of the mifery refulting from inteftine 
commotion, cannot have a better or cheaper memento of it 
than this pamphlet affords. The author, who affects no po- 
litical object or refinement, means only to ftate, in fimple in. 
telligible terms, his own cafe. And his aims are honeftly 
avowed. He confiders it as his duty to acquaint his coun. 
trymen with the dreadful confequences which have refulted 
from the propagation of deteftable principles among our fellow 
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fubje&ts in Ireland. Utopian fchemes of reform in the {tate, 
which, for fome time palt were induftrioufly circulated, had 
cruelly unfettled the minds of the people, and prepared them 
to embrace, with eagernefs and enthufiafm, impracticable 
notions of liberty and equality. And it is now verified by 
experience, that acting on thefe terminates in the utter ruin 
of all that can render lite defirable. This was on emotive with 
Mr. Jackfon for troubling the public with a narrative of his 
dangers and efcape. But he had another, as he expected, 
and very rationally, fuch emolument from the fale of his publi 
cation as might aid him in re-eftablifhing himfelf in bufinefs. 
In common with numbers, he left all the property he poffef- 
fed, by the anarchy which prevailed in Wexford, and re- 
turned to London, without any other means of fupport than 
were barely neceflary for detraying the charges of his journey. 
He has, therefore, with the profpect of an increafing family, to 
begin the world afreth. And we very fincerely with it were 
in our power to facilitate a fale fo well appropriated, and on 
which fo much depends. Wecan aflure our readers, there 
is enough of intereft in what he fays, to repay them for ail 
the trifle his pamphlet cofts. The horrors of his fituation are 
depiéted in lively and natural colours, and his refcue from the 
many imminent dangers that threatened his life, is a loud call 
on his readers to be truly grateful to Divine Providence for 


the fafety of theirs 








Chrifimas Amufement, or the happy Affociation of Mirth and 
Ingenuity. Being an elegant Colleétion of original Riddles, 
Charades, &e. culled from the Vafe of Fancy at Conundrum 
Caflle. By Peregrine Puxzlebrain. 15. 


TO fome readers thefe fooleries may be entertaining ; and 
for aught we know are well felected, and the belt of the fort. 
We fhould have thought, however, the female world fufficient- 
ly armed by nature for thes own defence, without the addi- 
tional aid of fuch weapons as are ufually derived from the ex- 
ercifes bere prefcribed. Ingenuity, not Simplicity, ruins the 
fex by millions. 























Che Apolionian Cdireath. 
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to 
9 THE PENITENT. 
on Q>" ! haplefs Laura, will no tears avail, 
Te To drown remembrance of one guilty hour? 
ail Alas! no breaft feeds pity at my tale— 
re A parent's curje retains its blafting pow'r. 
he Sad was the day I left my humble home, 
all . To thine in fplendour purchas'’d by my fhame! 
for Now, driven from fireet to ftreet, in want | roam, 
Without a friend, a thelter, or a name. 

My feeble father, too, worn out by grief, 
mad Bewail: his wretched daughter’s abject fate, 
; And only trufts in death to find relief 
eS From all the forrows of this mortal flate. 
um 

Amidft accumulated fin T groan ; 

; In my defence a much-lov'd brother fell— 

nd : Slain by the wretch who left me thus to moan, 
rt. ? And this fad tale with bitter gricf to tell. 
nt May you, ye fair, while yet with virtue bleft, 
idi- Shun the falfe fex, who feek but to enfnare : 
eXx- Let not invidious art your peace moleft, 
the Left you the lucklefs Laura’s fate fhould fhare. 
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Short are the pleafures of a guilty love; 
Anguith and keen erent mutt enfue : 

Faithlefs and crue] will the tempterprove, 
And an unpitying world will frown on you. 








Soon will my fleeting day of life be o'er, 
Ling’ring I fink into an early grave : 

Henry fhall hear my fad complaint no more— 
Not his returning love my life could fave. 


Perhaps when he the tolling bell fhall hear, 
Forgetting all refentment in the tomb, 
He'll o'er my athes drop a forrowing tear, 
And mourn the victim haften’d to her doom. 


Befide the path let Laura's tomb-fione rife, 
Bearing brief record of her cruel fate, 

That maidens, as they gaze with curious eyes, 
May thun like errors, ere it prove too late! 


SONG. 


N the rude haunts of poverty, where I was bred, 
Contented | fung, though my portion was fcant ; 
And at night, when dry ftraw only pillow’d my head, 
I was grateful to Heav’n that kept me from want : 
Then I cry’d my fweet cowflips, fweet cowflips, come buy. 


The fquire of the village foon came to our cot, 
And tempted poor Lilla to quit it by ftealth ; 

To forfake her low calling, and better her lot, 
By fharing with him in affection and wealth : 


No more to cry cowllips, &c. 


But I laugh’d at his offers, rejected his pray’r, 
Though lovely the youth was, and graceful his mien ; 
For | toldhim, the parents whorear’d me with care 
Should never to blufh for their Lilla be feen: 


But I'd ftill cry my cowflips, &c, 


My anfwer fo pleas’d him, he tender’d his hand, 
And vow’'d he no more would my virtue diftrefs ; 
But poor Lilla his fortune and name fhould command, 
And my dear aged parents the hour now blefs, 


When I cry’d my {weet cowflips, fweet cowflips, come buy. 
bs) ADDRESS 
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ADDRESS TO A YOUNG LADY, 


On hearing her exprefs extravagant grief, that the fmallnefs of her income 
would not allow her to purchafe a fuperb fet of Ornaments. 





ITH pity, Clara, have I feen 
Thy brilliant eyes o’erflow, 
And in the working of thy brow 
Have read impending woe. 


With friendly zeal the caufe I feek 
That clouds your face with care: 
impart to me your fecret grief— 
t me your forrows fhare. 


Turning with eager hafte, you cty—— 
‘** To grieve have I not caufe, 
** While in B ’s thop a fet fuperb 


** My admiration draws ? 





‘¢ Fain would I make the jewels mine, 
** Could I th’ expence maintain ; 

** Out of my enensl Sigend now 
‘* Five guineas fcarce remain,” 


But why, my Clara, let me afk, 
You now fo much bewail ; 
More cofily trinkets have I feen 

Of like fad caufe to fail! 


With quiv’ring lips, with glowing cheeks, 
And half-averted eye 

‘* Accomplifh’d Florio this night feeks 
** To dance with me,” you cry. 





Huth, huth, my Clara,—calm your fears, 
From fuch excefs refrain ; 

This once attend to Friendthip’s voice, 
Nor kind advice difdain, 


Turn but your eyes on either fide— 
W hat objects there combine 

To tirike conviction on the mind ! 
Dare you at ought repine ? 





H 2 





AA AG i II DY RE AE LO TORR PO 
cs 5 a one Sn a 


ba apeagre 








64 LADY’S MONTHLY MUSEUM. 








— 


See !—driven by menials from each door, 
The houfeleis wretches fly-—— 

Left by the pamper’d fons of pride 
To fatnith, pine, and die. 


Think, fhould fome plaintive tale of woe 
Draw forth the pitying tear, 

More precious far the pearly drop 
Than that which decks your ear. 


Oft, forc’d by mifery and want, 
They acts of thane begin : 

How fweetly, then, the thought muft rife— 
You've fav’d a foul from fin! 


With tawdry beads would you your neck 
Expofe, inftead of hide 

Conoeal'd by muflin’s graceful folds ?— 
Be Modefly your pride! 


And on your taper finger bear 
Indufiry’s filver faield : 

To clathe the naked wretch with care 
Mutt folid pleafure yield. 


Should Florio prize a glittering toy 
Beyond a virtuous mind, 

Seek not to wed the trifling boy— 
No happinefs you'll find, 


But, has he honour, fenfe, and truth, 
Your merit he'll revere: 

Give him your hand—you'll blefs the day 
The trinkets were too dear. 


Euita. 


STANZAS prefented toa Lady with a NOSEGAY. 


N vain the Zephyr’s fragrant breath 
Perfumes this variegated wreath, 
And fcatters fweets around ; 
Their thort-liv’d beauties fleet away, 
Theis odours die, their tints decay, 
Aad greet again the ground : 
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While the fweets Ay lips exhale, 
More balmy. than Arabia’s gale, 
Breathe forth a rich perfume ; 
Each opening grace, each virtue meek, 
Smiles in the funthine of thy cheek, 
And {preads a fadelef3 bloom. 


You court the beauties which expire, 
While J the graces more admire, 
Which ftill muft lafting prove : 
No wonder, then, my foolifh heart 
With calm tranquility would part, 
To whifper that——J Jove. 


J. B. 





CONTRASTS. 


OW cheerlefs day her humid reign refigns, 
And fudden froit the mifty air refines ; 

Or from the low- hung clouds inceffant rains 
Pour rapid o’er old Sarum’s wide-{pread plains : 
Deferted, bleak, appears each hill and glen ; 
Not fo the bufy haunts of buitling men. 
There creeps pale Mis’ry, and fhudd’ring pleads 
(With tear-fwoll'n eyes, and anguifh’d heart that bleeds) 
Th’ inclement feafon, and her urgent wants, 
While Luxury grudges what it flowly grants, 
The fcanty mite it gives, or furly turns 
From waes fo well defcrib’d—or Trude ly fpurns 
The wretched claimant !-—~—She, alas! repairs 
To where her babe the difappointment fhares ; 
And views, aghaft, the écking blaze expire, 
Devoid of means (o trim her little fire! 
Cold, thro’ unpaper’d windows, ftreams the blaft, 
Keen-cutting-—while her tears are pouring faft 
O’er a pale infant, which the faintly graips 
To her chill breatl, and, as it feebly galps, 
Sees life faft ebb-—-nor can her grief reftore . 
The child it pants—it finks—it breathes no more |! 





see eee eee 


From this fad fcene we turn awhile, 
Where fairer profpects gaily {mile ; 
The brilliant lamps, the lofty dome, 


The blazing hearth, the fplendid room, 
ee H 3 Cover'd 
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Cover’d with Perfia’s richeft tints, 

And hung with India’s richeft chints ; 

Fit teniple for bright Beauty's charms, 

W hofe conqu’ring pow’r each bofom warms. 
There gales Arabian breathe around, 

And China's freth’ning draughts abound ; 
There jafmine’s foft perfumes appear, 
And coftly Otto triumphs there. 

Now on the table's vivid green, 

Whilft head-perplexing game js feen ; 

Or Pam, brifk Loo’s fuperior lord, 
Sweeps at a ftroke the plenteous board. 
Mark, then, the low’ring brow, or trace 
Wild tranfport fluth the winner's face ; 
Or, mutt'rivg o’er an empty purfe, 

Thro’ ivory teeth the embrio curfe ; 

The looing fair can fcarce refirain, 

With decency, her with to gain. 

O thame to reafon—thame to fenfe— 
Shall wit, politenefs, eloquence, 

Their fafcinating charms refign, 

And fink before the gilded fhrine 

Of Avarice ?——— Britifh dames no more 
Such aims purfue—’tis mean—'tis poor— 
"Tis hardly honeft, fince the mind, 

So much to worldly wealth inclin’d, 
Miffes, too fure, the medium quite— 
Nay, fleps beyond the golden rule of right ! 


But not alone confin’d to higher {pheres 

Stern Wintxar in his cheerful garb appears.— 
Look to the decent cot,—there jefts go round, 
And mirth and glee beneath its roof refound. 
There blindman’s- buff diverts the fportful crowd, 
And hunt the flipper there is heard.aloud. 

Nor let the nobler circles proudly dare 

To cenfure pleafures Greatnefs muft not thare : 
Beats not the ruftic bofom with a joy 

As pure—more laffing—and lefs like to cloy 

Than that, which Fathion’s vot’ries falfely name, 
Tho’ gay excefs fatigues the weary’d frame : 
Beams not the eye with luftre full as bright, 
Blooms not the cheek as lovely to the fight, 

W here hardy exercife, inducing health, 

Befiows a charm more {trong than pow’r or wealth 


E’er 
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E’ergave? Yet while the rural life I fing, 
Experience cries—Each ftation has its fling ! 
Where does it lie ?—within the human heart : 

W ho can deftroy, what heal the feit’ring fmart ?— 
Patience—Content—mild Refignation’s balm 
Extracts the venom, and reftores that calm, 

Which a repining fpirit oft defiroys, 

And checks the tide of {weet domeftic joys. 





TO HOPE. 


OPE, pleafing harbinger of good, 
Extend thy influence o’er my heart ; 
Infpire me, with thy heav’nly power, 
To footh bafe Care’s corroding {mart. 


*Tis thou, {weet vss ee canft cheer the mind, 
And warn it ’gainft approaching ill ; 

Thou canft the pris’ner’s chain unbind, 
And the forlorn with conrfort fill. 


Oh, dear Delufion—lovely maid, 
Attend me thro’ lite’s bufy maze ; 
Be ever neer me, when the thade 
Of adverle fortune clouds my days. 


’Tis Hope which guides the Chriftian thro’ 
The dreary vale of life, ferene, 

That opens heay’n to his view, 
That mounts all obftacles between. 


Sweet Hope, to me thy aid extend ; 
Impart thy comforts to my mind; 

Be with me till my days I end— 
*Till, realiz’d, ¢rue 5/i/s 1 find! 





LINES 


Written in Windfor Little Park, beneath Herne’s Oak, celebrated by 
_Shakefpeare in his Merry Wives of Windfor. 


4 he thy gay leafy honours are decay'd, 
And rifted branches form no more a fhade, 
Yet proudly raife thy head, for thou may’ft claim 
From old antiquity the wreath of Fame! 
Bereath 
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mp oe thy bourhs did Shakefpeare, Nature’s child, 
Full oft attune his artlefs numbers wild: 
In wor “di appropriate he the ftory told 
Of Herne the hunter's ghoft, beliew’d of old; 
Of ail the artful elin’s roguith fpite, 
As round this tree he walk’d at dead of night! 
Y ty well re knew the {pot—full well pourtray’d 
The grafiy dell beneath—to view difplay’d 
The dolet " features of the merry Knight, 
W hen Page’s fairies fill’d him with affright ; 3 
When all his valour vanifh’d at th’ alarm, 
And coward fear unnery'd his trembling arm !— 
Falfiatf! the wonder of cach pafiing age, 
Sure thou wert character’d from Natute’s page ! 
This {pot prefents thee to my mental eye, 
Thy jocund mirth, thy harmlefs pleafantry : 
Thy ‘* wit, which kept the table in a roar ;” 
Thy ** jibes and jefts,”’ now fled for evermore. 


catia tee bee... Ie ee eee 
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Oh! could the thought my fimple lines infpire 
With one celeftial fp atk of Sh: re mbar s fire, 
Thefe groves fhould echo his immortal name, 
For native talents all my homage claim. 
W inpsoa. S. 





VERSES ; 
Written to Mifs P—-—-——, on her intended Marriage to the Author's 
Son. 


N an age fo difurb’d can you with me to write 
ii On fo peacetul a theme as domefiic delight ?— 
Be it fo-—fince my conduct is rul’d by its pow’r, 
And peace, truth, and harmony blefies each hour. 
O you, then, who mean foon to try its effect, / 
W hofe prudent engagements may heaven direct, } 
Remember—to fofte n each he “art-rending care, 
You muft practife that maxim of bear and forbear : 
For the tempe ft which foretimes deforms the clear day, 
A mild fhow'r, my dear girl, has been known to allay; 
Or fhould anzer, misyudging, dictate fharp replies, 
By oppofing tweet patience the hurricane dies. 


To the youth of your choice I'd now offer a word— 
Nor let filial duty pronounce it abfurd 


For 
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For affection maternal a caution to write, 

Tho’ defpifers of wedlock may feorn it as trite :— 
Obferve the bright rofe, when affail’d by a florm, 

Her leaves foil’d and drooping, and yaa her fair form, 
If with care you protect it, recovers her bloom, 

And each foft-{welling bud their fine tints reaflume. 

So the female, who fhrinks from the view of diftrefs, 

By kind tendernefs rais’d, your indulgence fhall blefs ; 
While reafon, fenfe, prudence, concenter’d fhall prove 
The fure guardians of peace, and companions of love. 












LE PAPILLON & L’ AMOUR. 


FABLE. PAR M. DE NIVEANOIS. 












E Papillon fe plaignait & l’amour : 
Voyez, lui difait-il un jour, 
Voyez quel caprice eft le votre ? 
Si jamais le deftin a fait 
Deux étres vraiment 1’un pour l’autre, 
C’eft vous & moi; le rapport eft com 
Entre nous deux; méme allure eft la notre, 
Convenez-en de bonne foi: * 
Qui devrait donc, fi ce n’eft moi, 
Guider de votre char la courfe vagabonde ? 
Mais vous prenez pour cet emploi 
Le feul oifeau confiant qui foit au monde, 





Laiffez le pigeon roucouler 
Avec l’Hymen, & daignez m’atteler 
A votre char, & qu’au gré du caprice 
On nous voie enfemble voler; 
| Car ain le veut la juftice. 
Ami, répond l'amour, tu raifonnes fort bien ; 
Je t’aime, & je le fais notre humeur fe reflemble ; 
Mais gardons-nous de nous montrer enfemble ; 
Alors nous ne ferions plus rien, 
Le vrai bonheur n’eft que dans la conftance ; 
Et mes pigeons l’annoncent aux mortels : 
Je les ieduis par l’apparence ; 
ijene les trompais, jo n’aurais plus d’autels. 


E. A. 
SOLUTIONS 
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SOLUTIONS OF THE CHARADES 


WHICH APPEARED IN OUR LAST. 











FIRST CHARADE. 


S the fun’s brilliant rays flow decline, 
The Moon's filver lufires appear ; 
When the deams and the rafts once combine, 
The workmen a manfion may rear. 


As the wand’rer treads over the plain, 
The Afoon-beam illumines his way 5 
And Charade the firf I explain, 
By combining the two in one lay. 


A Char has its birth in the fea, 
And coal is hid deep in the earth; 
Charcoal, 1 am fure, you'll agree, 
From fire muft firft {pring into birth. 


THIRD CHARADE. . 


Th’ extract of a tree muft be Tar ; 
The way to grow rich is to get; 

The Target is known near and far, 
Asa butt for the archer to hit. 





ANSWER TO THE REBUS. 


F ROM Ignorance taking the firft, 

And next from the great take a noble ; 
Your Rebus is clearly expreft, 

I think, by th’ adjective Jg-noble. 





SOLUTION OF THE ENIGMA. 


[* Nothing you read, it will appear clear 
You'llumake no more of it, though you read for a year. 


25. SRT Oc ate gk Nolin AER 


CHARADES. 
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CHARADES. 


CHARADE I. 


VI Y Firft in the fleep of an hour may be found, 

1 My Laft a relation denotes ; 

When the table is deck’d, my Whole watches round, 
And eagerly catches at (pots. 

Yet no critic it is, but a fervant of afe, 

That fubmits to neglect, nor fhrinks from abufe. 


CHARADE Il. 


MY Firft is what each man of fome man muft be, 
My Lalit (weeps the itreams, and ev’n plunders the fea; 
The thort-breath’d and indolent Bard lovesmy tow? ; 
From thefe hints, I thall focn appear clearly to you. 


CHARADE 111. 
MY Firft in fummer always feen, 
In vivid tints to glow, 
Upon the pleating rofe-tree green 
Ere flow’rs begin to blow. 


My Next is all the mifer’s aim, 
His pleafure and delight : 

My Whole now, furely, you can name, 
Since you muft pay your mite. 


CHARADE IV. 


IN an ungenial climate my Firft had its birth, 
Yet ne’er knew the value of life ; 

It owes its exiftence to beafts of the earth, 
And adorns both the maid and the wife. 


My Second no value or worth can obtain, 
"Tis merely a poor, fimple letter ; 

My Third has the power of purchafing gain, 
Yet has turn’d a rich man to a debtor. 


My Whole may be called a hot, fervid abode, 
Where the Cyclops and Vulcan setize, 

To form the red bolts for the dark, angry gods, 
Or a manfion for any great fire. 
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AN: ACROSTIC. 


LEST with a generous heart, a virtucus mind, 
wit by folid fede refin'd ; 
The lovelieft torm, with ev" 7 winning grace 
4 Softheis of manners, and the intial 
e : , You cannot but infpire each heart. with love ; 






Such charms as your's muft ev'n a floic méve. 
Without controul you {way each ftubbora heart, 
Illimitable reign, yet void of art ; 





















Fetter in filken cords the great, the brave, 4 
Triumph o'er heroes, and the deve enflave. 


sige 
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EEE 2 
. To Correfpondents. 


Fanny Vernon, Aaving deen before rere? cannot have place in the 
Lady's Monthly Mufeum. 


The Partridge, an Elegy, is under the fatue ox jection. 

We. wonder that 3. P. did not perceive that his Extempore at Church 
borders on impiety. 

Paftoralis is a plain tale of feduction, and contains too little either of 
novelty or intercft for our pur pefe. 
H | Such Stories as Tullia,, Damon and Pythias, (ec. are certainly in 


themfelves infiru@ive hiflorical fads; but they are fo generally known, 
that we muff decline reprinting them in our Mufeum, which aims as well 
’ at novelty as infiruction and amufement. 
r 

; 





A Conftant Reader informs us, that.the names Hafex and Rofellay, in 
the Old Woman, No. V1. frould be Hafiz and Mofellay, and his autho. 
rities cannot be doubted. We ay ae os in Bsa the future 
favours of this correfpondent. 


ER 
/ ERRATA. 
) Page 470, line 12, for depreciates read deprecates. 


WS 471, line 6, for juflly read jointly. 
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